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FROM THE PRINCIPAL�’S DESK
Rekindling the Flame: A deeper dive into Christian worship

Examining and reevaluating concepts and expressions of Christian worship is a 
matter of great importance in Nepal. This is due to the ever-changing environment of 
theological thought and practice in this country. Therefore, in this issue of Restorers 
magazine focus is on the topic of Christian worship. It is entitled: “Worship Matters,” with  
specific consideration being given to, “In Spirit and Truth: Unveiling the transformative 
essence of worship.”

In past issues the contributions of the late Rev. Dr. Birendra Shrestha (former principal), 
are recalled, along with those of foreign missionaries, and various volunteer pastors 
and leaders who either preceded or followed him. All of these contributors significantly 
advanced the development and publication of successive editions of Restorers 
magazine. 

Additionally, it would be unfair not to mention the selfless contribution and dedication of 
Rev. Mani Koirala (former principal), as the chief editor of our past issues. Through his 
hard work and commitment, this magazine has been published in hard copy and digital 
formats – even during the Covid-19 pandemic. Thanks are due also to Rev. Dr. Arbin 
Pokharel and Rev. Jayraj Gurung for their financial support and advisory guidance, along 
with the late Rev. Dr. Birendra Shrestha, Pastor Rameshwar Yadav, and Miss Menuka 
Mishra for their involvement on the editorial team previously. With new members on the 
editorial team, and a number of national and international writers contributing on the 
subject of Christian Worship, this special issue with all humility and prayer is brought 
before our readers. Gratitude is expressed also to the entire faculty and staff of RPS 
for their contributions and technical support. Particularly for this issue, we are indebted 
to the experts from Calvin Institute of Christian Worship, Grand Rapids: Dr. John D. 
Witvleit, Dr. Charlotte vanOyen Witvleit, Dr. Kai Ton Chau, Dr. Maria Eugenia Cornou, 
Rev. Kathy Smith, and Dr. Anne Emile Zaki for their special contributions.  

Within the context of Reformed Protestantism, Christian worship is distinctively shaped 
by its God-centeredness, acknowledging God's power and sovereignty. It is hoped and 
prayed that these scholarly works written by various national and international authors 
on Christian Worship will ignite renewal of worship of this praiseworthy God in our local 
churches. 

Soli Deo Gloria!

Rev. Amit Karthak
Principal
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WORD FROM CHAIRMAN

Humbly, in spirit and truth, worship God and glorify Him.

Worship is an expression of our inner soul with adoration, admiration, reverence 
and awe to God, the Creator of the universe, all sovereign, omniscient, omnipotent, 
omnipresent, unfathomable, eternal, invisible, and immutable. We worship God in all 
our humility to glorify Him with all that we are and in spirit and truth (John 4:�24) in all His 
Majesty and in all who He is. 

As summarized in the very beginning of the Westminster Shorter Catechism, the whole 
purpose of human existence is to glorify God and rejoice in being with Him. And yet, as 
depraved as we are, as humans, we have deviated from the path so gracefully laid for 
us by God amidst the mundane attractions, subconsciously forgetting or deliberately 
defying God as did Eve or falling prey to sensuality aroused by beauty as David did. 
Here, human weakness succumbed to the devil�’s power to separate men from God, 
leading to being short of God-given capacity to worship Him. The impurity of our hearts 
and souls inhibits us from worshipping God truly and fully. While the capacity and 
attitude of worshipping God is His grace on us, which can vary among individuals, the 
expression of worship may be accentuated or even subverted depending on where 
one is since humans can be influenced by external stimuli viz culture, tradition or 
the environment in situ. Nevertheless, no power can take from men the core seed of 
worshipping and glorifying God as they are created to worship and glorify Him. Thus, 
even the sub-surfaced, veiled, or invisible capacity or desire in (wo)men to worship God 
may become visible or expressed sometimes or the other. Therefore, men's inner or 
hidden disposition to worship God can be induced to become outer expression. 

A Worship may cover literally just any element, point, thought, or subject expressed 
in a dignified manner, vocally or in a calm manner under God�’s sovereignty since it is 
essentially a part of fellowship, petition or propitiation, or just a conversation with God as 
led by the Holy Spirit in the presence of Christ. It could be sung or just spoken. It might 
be related to creation, the sins committed by men, compassion, redemption, salvation, 
or Christ�’s return to Earth! It may be “ordered,” organized, liturgical, or in “free flow” as 
led by the Holy Spirit, depending on the choice of the leaders or the congregation at 
Worship. Some hold praise and adoration with or without music or choir as being a full 
worship, but for many others, reading of the Word of God, even a portion of catechism 
in a devotional form and sermon are all integral components of Worship. Many devoted 
Christians consider their whole life being worship to God even though they may admit 
that occasionally they may be challenged to maintain its sanctity. 

Rev. Dr. Mahendra Bhattarai
Chairman, Reformed & Presbyterian Seminary
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  /]e 8f u+uf ;"a]bL -k|]d_

lk|o kf7sx¿M 
Restorers klqsfsf] c+s &, @)@# df xflb{s :jfut 5 . 

o; k6ssf] c+sdf xfdLn] v|Lli6o cf/fwgfnfO{ d'Vo ljifo agfPsf 5f}+ h'g tkfO{+x¿sf] 

xftdf cfOk'u]sf] 5 .  klqsfsf] o; c+sdf v|Lli6o cf/fwgf / xfd|f] hLjg, xfd|f] d08nL 

/ o;sf pkf;gf ;DaGwL vfFrf]x¿sf af/]df ljljw kIf / sf]0faf6 k|sfz kfg]{ sf]lzif 

ul/Psf] 5 . ljifosf lx;fjn] o; c+sdf oxfFx¿n] …v|Lli6o pkf;gfdf ulx/f] cWoog ub}{ 

k'Mg hfu[t u/fpg]Ú, …g]kfnL d08nLx¿df cf/fwgf gljgtfÚ æcfltYotfk"0f{ pkf;gf ljlw 

;[hgf u/f}+Æ, æcf/fwgf cEof; / ;}4flGts lzIff larsf] cGt/;DaGwÆ, æcf/fwgfsf] 

lbg–b}lgs cf/fwgfÆ, æk/d]Zj/ s]lGb|t pkf;gfsf] nflu af]nfj6Æ …lqPs k/d]Zj/sf] 

cf/fwgfÚ nufPtsf zLif{sx¿df /x]/ v|Lli6o cf/fwgfsf ljljw cfofdx¿df k|sfz kfg]{ 

k|oTg ul/Psf] 5 . n]vsx¿ k|:t't ljifox¿df :jb]z tyf ljb]zdf nfdf] ;dob]lv 

cEof;, cjnf]sg / lrGtg dgg ug'{ ePsf] JolStx¿ x'g' ePsf]n] pxfFx¿sf] ulx/f] 

cWoog / cg'ej / ;d]t oxfFx¿n] cWoog ug{ kfpg' x'g]5 eGg] cfzf /fv]sf 5f}+ . o; 

;Gbe{df SoflNeg OlG:6Ro'6 ckm lqml:rog jl;{ksf] of]ubfg dxTjk"0f{ 5, ToxfF sfo{/t 

ljåfg zLif{ JolStTjx¿sf n]vx¿ Klg o; c+sdf ;d]l6Psf 5g\ . 

cem klg g]kfnL d08nLx¿df cf/fwgf eGgfn] ;fKtflxs ¿kdf d08nLdf ul/g] uLt 

ehg k|fy{gf xf] eGg] a'emfO 5 . t/ oL n]vx¿ / ut dfr{df ;DkGg v|Lli6o cf/fwgf 

;Dd]ngdf k|:t't ljifo / 5nkmn tyf afOanLo b[li6sf]0faf6 x]bf{ cf/fwgf t xfd|f] 

hLjgs} dxTjk"0f{ kf6f] xf] eg]/ hf]8 lbOPsf] 5 . lsgsL xfdL cf/fwgf ug{ af]nfOPsfx¿ 

xf}+ . ;[li6b]lv clxn];Dd k/d]Zj/sf] rfxgf g} xfdLnfO{ x/ If]qdf cf/fwgf ug{sf nflu 

pT;fx lbOPsf] ,;fKtflxs ¿kdf dfq xf]Og\ . oL n]vx¿ c+u|]hL / g]kfnL b'a} efiffdf 

5g\ / kf7sx¿n] oL n]vx¿åf/f v|Lli6o cf/fwgf;DaGwL lzIff tyf 1fg k|fKt ug'{x'g]5 

/ k/d]Zj/s} dlxdfsf] lgldQ cuf8L a9\g ;xfotf ldNg]5 eGg] cfzf u/]sf 5f}+ .

wGoafb .

;DkfbsLo
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O:��jL ;Djt @)@# sf]�� dfr{ dlxgfdf j|m; j]�� d08nLn]�� æcf/��fwgf gjLgtfÆ ;DaGwL ;Dd]��ng 
cfof]��hgf u/��]��sf]�� lyof]�� . To; ;Dd]��ngsf]�� nIo æg]��kfnL d08nLx¿df cf/��fwgf gjLs/��0fsf]�� 
hu a;flng]��5Æ eGg]�� lyof]�� . To;sf]�� p2]��Zo rflx æKff:��6/��–cu'jfx¿ d08nLdf cf/��fwgf 
gjLgtfsf]�� lglDt O{Zj/��zf:��qdf kf]��Vt x'g, ;+sNk ;kgfx¿ sf]��g{, /�� gofF cEof;x¿ 
ckgfpg pT;flxt x'g]��5g\Æ eGg]�� lyof]�� . afOansf ulx/��f /��x:��ox¿sf]�� k|sfzåf/��f pgLx¿ 
pTk|]��l/��t x'g]��5g\ eGg]�� cfzf /��flvPsf]�� lyof]�� . d}��n]�� To; ;Dd]��ngsf]�� k|yd -;q��df_ afF8]��sf 
s'/��fx¿ o; n]��vdf /��fVb}��5' . 

d08nL ;+;f/��sf]�� ;a}��eGbf ;'Gb/�� ;+sNk xf]�� .

d08nL ;+;f/��d}�� ;a}��eGbf ;'Gb/�� ;+sNk xf]�� . d08nLsf]�� vfsf -An'lk|G6_ ;[li6df g}�� /��lrPsf]�� 
lyof]�� . o]��z" v|Li6n]�� To; /��rgfnfO{ cfˆgf]�� hLjgåf/��f k|:��t't u/��]��/�� b]��vfpg'eof]�� . of]�� s'/��f 
kfjnn]�� Plkm;Lsf]�� d08nLsf]�� nflu k|fy{gf ub}��{ o;/��L eGg'ePsf]�� 5 M 

d of]�� klg k|fy{gf ub{5', ls ltdLx¿sf]�� Åbosf cfFvf pHofnf]�� xf]��;\, /�� s'g cfzfsf]�� 
lglDt pxfFn]�� ltdLx¿nfO{ af]��nfpg'ePsf]�� 5, /�� ;Gtx¿df pxfFsf]�� dlxldt pQ/��flwsf/��sf]�� 
;DklQ s]�� xf]��, ;f]�� ltdLx¿n]�� hfGg ;s . ===hf]�� pxfFn]�� v|Li6df k"/��f ug{'eof]��, ha 
pxfFn]�� v|Li6nfO{ d/��]��sfx¿af6 hLljt kfg'{eof]��, clg :��juL{o :��yfgx¿df cfˆg}�� bflxg]�� 
afx'nLkl§ a;fNg'eof]�� . ;a}�� zf;g, /�� clwsf/��, /�� zlQm /�� /��fHodfly, /�� o; o'usf dfq 
xf]��Og, t/�� cfpg]�� o'usf klg hlt gfpF 5g\ tL ;a}��dfly pxfFnfO{ /��fVg'eof]��, /�� k/��d]��Zj/��n]�� 
;a}�� s'/��f pxfFsf kfpd'lg /��flvlbg'eof]��, /�� d08nLsf]�� lglDt pxfFnfO{ g}�� ;a}�� s'/��fsf]�� lz/�� 
agfOlbg'eof]��, h'g d08nL pxfFsf]�� z/��L/��, pxfFsf]�� k"0f{tf xf]�� . /�� pxfFn]�� g}�� ;a}�� yf]��s kl/��k"0f{ 
kfg{'x'G5 . -Plkm;L !M!*–@@_

clg kl5 k]m��l/�� pxfF eGg'x'G5, 

;a}�� s'/��f ;[hg'x'g]�� k/��d]��Zj/��df o'u–o'ub]��lv n'Kt /��x]��sf /��x:��osf]�� of]��hgf s]�� xf]��, ;f]�� ;a}�� 
dflg;nfO{ v'n:��t u/��fpg]�� cg'u|x dnfO{ lbOof]��, tfls o;/��L d08nLåf/��f k/��d]��Zj/��sf 
ljleGg lsl;dsf 1fg :��juL{o :��yfgx¿df zf;sx¿ /�� clVtof/��jfnfx¿sf dfemdf 
k|s6 ul/��cf]��;\ . of]��rflxF v|Li6 o]��z" xfd|f k|e'df pxfFn]�� k"/��f ug{'ePsf]�� cgGt p2]��Zocg';f/�� 
lyof]�� . -#M(–!!_

g]��kfnL d08nLx¿df  
cf/��fwgf gjLgtf

  Rev. Dr. Arbin Pokharel

æolb ;Dk"0f{ hLjg cf/��fwgf x'g]�� xf]�� eg]��, d08nL o:��tf]�� 7fpF xf]�� 
hxfF xfdL Tof]�� s;/��L ug]��{ eGg]�� s'/��f l;Sb5f}��+ .Æ

– h]��D; s]�� P l:��dy
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dxfg\ kf:��6/�� tyf n]��vs hf]��g :��66 eGg'x'G5, æd08nL k/��d]��Zj/��sf]�� cgGt p2]��Zosf]�� s]��Gb|df 
/��x]��sf]�� 5 . of]�� pxfFsf]�� kl5Nnf]�� ljsNk jf Oltxf;sf]�� b'3{6gf xf]��Og . pxfFn]�� Oltxf;eGbf 
klxn]�� g}�� ;'lgof]��lht tl/��sfn]�� d08nLsf]�� af/��]��df ;f]��Rg'eof]�� clg k"/��}�� Oltxf;el/�� To;sf]�� 
lglDt lqmofzLn eO/��xg'ePsf]�� 5 /�� To;nfO{ cgGt eljio;Dd l;4 u/��fpg'x'g]��5 . To;sf]�� 
lglDt pxfFn]�� cfˆgf dflg;x¿nfO{ ;+;f/��af6 af]��nfP/�� cfˆgf]�� dlxdfsf]�� nflu 5fGg'ePsf]�� 
5 .Æ pxfFs}�� zAbdf,  

“For the church lies at the very center of the eternal purpose of God. It is 
not a divine afterthought. It is not an accident of history…�� For his purpose, 
conceived in a past eternity, being worked out in history, and to be perfected in 
a future eternity…�� to build his church, that is, to call out of the world a people 
for his own glory.” (John Stott, The Living Church, 19)

o; sfo{ /�� p2]��Zodf o]��z" v|Li6 cfk}+m ;Dk"0f{ ¿kn]�� nugzLn x'g'x'G5 . cfˆgf]�� ;]��jfsfo{sf]�� 
klxnf]�� lbg gf;/��tsf]�� Ps ;ef3/��df o]��z"n]�� eGg'eof]��, æk/��dk|e'sf cfTdf ddfly 5, 
lsgeg]�� u/��Lax¿nfO{ ;';dfrf/�� ;'gfpgsf lglDt pxfFn]�� dnfO{ cleif]��s ug{'ePsf]�� 5 . 
s}��bLx¿nfO{ 5'6sf/��fsf]�� 3f]��if0ff ug{, /�� cGwfx¿nfO{ b[li6 lbg, lyrf]��ldrf]��df k/��]��sfx¿nfO{ 
:��jtGq u/��fpgsf lglDt, /�� k/��dk|e'sf k|;Ggtfsf]�� jif{ 3f]��if0ff ug{sf lglDt pxfFn]�� dnfO{ 
k7fpg'ePsf]�� 5Æ -n"sf$M!*–!(_ . of]�� jrg oz}��of cudjQmfn]�� &%) jif{ cl3 g}�� af]��n]��sf 
lyP . Tof]�� ld;g nIo lnP/�� cfpg]�� JolQm d;Lx afx]��s c¿ sf]��xL klg x'g ;Sb}��g eGg]�� 
s'/��f ox"bLx¿n]�� a'e]m��sf lyP . To;}��sf/��0f o]��z"n]�� æd d;Lx x'FÆ egL bfjL ug'{ePsf]�� xf]�� 
egL pgLx¿n]�� a'e]m�� /�� pxfFnfO{ dfg]��{ pkfo vf]��h]�� . t/�� o]��z" h'g ld;g nIosf]�� lglDt 
cfpg'ePsf]�� lyof]�� To;sf]�� nflu pxfF dg{ klg tof/�� x'g'x'GYof]�� . 

d08nL v|Li6sf]�� ld;g nIo dfq xf]��Og, of]�� pxfFsf]�� z/��L/�� klg xf]�� . pxfFn]�� cfˆgf 
r]��nfx¿nfO{ clGtd ef]��hgsf]�� ;dodf eGg'eof]��, æh;/��L lktfn]�� dnfO{ k7fpg'eof]��, To;/��L 
g}�� d ltdLx¿nfO{ k7fpFb}�� 5' -o"xGgf @)M@!_ .Æ d08nL Ps zAbdf eGg'kbf{ o]��z" v|Li6sf]�� 
z/��L/�� xf]�� . pxfFsf]�� hGd, hLjg -sfo{ /�� z}��nL_, d[To' /�� k'g?Tyfgsf]�� ckl/��xfo{ kl/��0ffd 
jf k|ltkmn d08nL xf]�� . o]��z" :��juf{/��f]��x0f x'g'ePkl5 pgLx¿n]�� ug'{kg]��{ sfdsf]�� ljifodf 
r]��nfx¿nfO{ s'g}�� b'lawf lyPg . pgLx¿n]�� uP/�� ToxL sfd ug{ yfn]�� h'g sfd ltgLx¿sf]�� 
lardf /��xFbf o]��z"n]�� ub}��{cfpg'ePsf]�� lyof]�� cyf{t, lgsf]�� kfg]��{ sfo{x¿, ;';dfrf/�� ;'gfpg]�� 
sfo{x¿ clg k/��d]��Zj/��sf]�� /��fHosf]�� af/��]��df l;sfpg'kg]��{ s'/��fx¿ . o]��z"sf log}�� ;kgfx¿ lnP/�� 
r]��nfx¿n]�� d08nL lgdf{0f u/��]�� . o;/��L d08nL ag]��sf]�� lyof]�� . 

d08nLsf]�� bz{g ;fsf/�� ePsf]�� Ps lrq

;';dfrf/�� /�� d08nLsf]�� bz{g lnP/�� @)^& ;fndf xfdL uf]��/��vfsf]�� l;dh'ª uflj;df k'u]��sf 
lyof}��+ . ToxfF d08nLsf]�� w]��/��}�� j[l4 ePkl5 9f]��+8]��gL ahf/��df gofF kSsL ejg agfP/�� @)&@ 
;fn j}��zfv ! ut]�� d08nL ToxfF ;f¥of}��+ . Tof]�� ejg ck{0f sfo{j|mddf nueu k"/��}�� ahf/�� 
g}�� hDdf ePsf]�� lyof]�� . d cfk}+mn]�� jrg afF8\b}�� ubf{, oL rf/�� a'Fbfx¿ AffF8]��sf]�� lyPF M !_ 
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d08nL cg'u|xsf]�� Ogf/�� xf]��, @_ d08nL ;';dfrf/��sf]�� s]��Gb| xf]��, #_ d08nL k|fy{gfsf]�� 3/�� 
xf]��, /�� $_ d08nL cfzfsf]�� d'xfg xf]�� . clg d}��n]�� eg]��, æo; d08nLdf tkfO{+x¿ ;a}��nfO{ 
xflb{s lgdGq0ff 5 . oxfF x/��]��s zlgjf/�� !) ah]�� cfpg ;Sg'x'G5 .Æ To;kl5 pT;jsf]�� 
ef]��h vfP/�� xfdL ;a}�� 3/�� kmSof{}��+ . To;sf]�� afx| lbgkl5, j}��zfv !@ ut]�� dfly af/��kfsdf 
s]��Gb| kf/��]��/�� g]��kfndf dxfe"sDk uof]�� . 9f]��+8]��gL ahf/��sf clwsf+z -(% k|ltzt_ 3/��x¿ Wj:��t 
eP . k"/��}�� ahf/��df Pp6f dfq 3/�� lyof]�� h;df e"sDksf]�� s'g}�� c;/�� k/��]��sf]�� lyPg . Tof]�� rflxF 
l;dh'+u j|m; j]�� rr{ lyof]�� . OF6f /�� l;d]��G6sf]�� gofF ;+/��rgf ePsf]�� sf/��0fn]�� Tof]�� geTs]��sf]�� 
x'g'k5{ . t/�� ha b'O{ dlxgfkl5 /��fxt ljt/��0fs}�� j|mddf d ToxfF k'u]��+, ta ujfxLx¿ k|ToIf 
lyP M of]�� rflxF k/��d]��Zj/��sf]�� cg'u|xsf]�� Ogf/�� ag]��sf]�� /��x]��5, Ps cfzfsf]�� s]��Gb| . ahf/��el/��sf 
dflg;x¿ kfn 6fFu]��/�� d08nLsf]�� cfFugdf a;]��sf lyP . /��fli6«o /�� cGt/��f{li6«o /��fxtx¿ 
ToxLFaf6 ljt/��0f eO/��x]��sf]�� lyof]�� . ahf/��el/��sf afn–aflnsfx¿ ToxLF cfP/�� k|fylds 
sIffx¿ cWoog ul/��/��x]��sf lyP . Tof]�� d08nL Pp6f hLljt ujfxL ag]��sf]�� /��x]��5 . ToxfF 
dflg;x¿sf]�� lglDt o]��z" v|Li6sf]�� d08nLsf]�� bz{g ;fsf/�� ag]��sf]�� /��x]��5 . ToxfF Pp6f ;'Gb/�� 
;dfh ag]��sf]�� /��x]��5 . 

cf/��fwgf gjLs/��0f ;Dd]��ngsf]�� k[i7e"ld /�� cfjZostf
j|m; j]�� rr{sf]�� bz{g of]�� /��x]��sf]�� 5 M æd08nL cg'u|xsf]�� Ogf/�� xf]�� hxfFaf6 pufP/�� ;]��jf ubf{ 
g]��kfnsf && j6}�� lhNnfx¿df v|Li6 s]��lGb|t ;dfhx¿ :��yfkgf x'g]��5g\ .Æ of]�� bz{g af]��s]��/�� 
xfdL sf7df8f}��+df pkl:��yt 5f}��+ . ;g\ @)!& ;fndf ha j|m; j]�� rr{sf]�� gofF ejg lgdf{0f 
x'Fb}�� lyof]��, ta glhs}��sf]�� hUufdf c:��yfoL ejgdf cf/��fwgf ub{}�� ubf{ xfdLn]�� gx]��Dofxsf]�� 
k':��tsnfO{ cWoog ub}��{ lyof}��+ . jrgsf]�� zLif{s æcf/��fwgf s]��Gb|sf]�� ;/��f]��sf/��Æ eGg]�� /��flvPsf]�� 
lyof]�� . gx]��Dofxn]�� z';g ;x/��af6 cfk"m slxNo}�� gk'u]��sf]�� 7fFp, o¿zn]��d cf/��fwgf s]��Gb|sf]�� 
lglDt bz{g af]��s]��sf lyP . Tof]�� 7fpF bfdL jf eo+s/�� ePsf]�� sf/��0fn]�� xf]��Og, t/�� k/��d]��Zj/��n]�� 
eljiodf To;nfO{ ;+;f/��el/��sf dflg;x¿sf]�� nflu cf/��fwgfsf]�� s]��Gb| agfpg'x'g]�� bz{g 
gx]��Dofxn]�� kfPsf x'gfn]�� xf]�� . Tof]�� bz{g /�� eljiosf]�� lglDt pgn]�� cfˆgf]�� jt{dfgsf]�� 
/��fhb/��jf/��leqsf]�� hflu/�� /�� pRr cf]��xf]��bf, dfg–;Ddfg, /��fhgLlts zlQm /�� kx'Frx¿n]�� lbg]�� 
;'ljwfsf]�� hLjg, ;fy}�� cfˆgf]�� eljio, ;'v–r}��g, zflGt /�� ;+efjgfx¿nfO{ alnbfg ug{ pgL 
tof/�� ePsf lyP . o:��tf]�� bz{gnfO{ lah'nL aQLsf]�� pbfx/��0fdf eGg'kbf{, of]�� Ps cfk"mn]�� 
dfq pkef]��u ug{ kfpg]�� lah'nL aQLsf]�� k|z:��tfsf]�� nfnr jf cfzf lyPg . t/�� ;+;f/��el/�� 
k'¥ofpg ;lsg]�� ljB't pTkfbg ug]��{ s]��Gb|sf]�� :��jfy{ /�� ;/��f]��sf/�� lyof]�� . of]�� ljZjel/��sf]�� lglDt 
eljiosf]�� cf/��fwgf s]��Gb|sf]�� nflu b]��lvPsf]�� lg:��jfy{ bz{g lyof]�� . ToxL bz{gn]�� j|m; j]�� rr{ 
sf7df8f}��+df Ps d08nL ag]��sf]�� 5 /�� ToxL bz{gsf]�� cf8df g]��kfnL d08nLx¿df cf/��fwgfsf]�� 
gjLs/��0fsf]�� lglDt of]�� ;Dd]��ng Ps cleofgsf]�� sbd aGg]��5 eGg]�� cfzf /��fv]��/�� cfof]��hgf 
ul/��Psf]�� xf]�� .  

g]��kfnL d08nLx¿df cf/��fwgf gjLs/��0f cTofjZos 5 . lsg /�� s;/��L < s]��xL sf/��0fx¿ 
x]��/��f}��+ . g]��kfnL d08nLx¿ ;';dfrf/��df w]��/��}�� wgL cyf{t\ cu|;/�� 5g\ . of]�� s'/��f Oltxf;n]�� 



4 I Restorers

k|:��6 kf/��]��sf]�� 5 . g]��kfnL d08nL ljZjd}�� clt ltj| ultdf j[l4 eO/��x]��sf]�� d08nLx¿ dWo] 
Ps dflgPsf]�� tYof+s 5 . To;}��sf/��0f d08nL ;DaGwL o:��tf]�� a'emfO aGg uPsf]�� 5M 
æ;';dfrf/��n]�� d08nLdf j[l4 NofpFbf]�� /��x]��5, To;}��n]�� d08nL j[l4 g}�� d08nLsf]�� bz{gsf]�� nIo 
xf]�� .Æ sltko cu'jfx¿n]�� oxL ljrf/�� Jojxf/��df /��fv]��sf]�� kfpF5f}��+ . 

o:��t}�� k|sf/��n]��, ;txdf b]��lvg]�� s'/��fx¿, h:��t}��, 7"nf–7"nf sfo{j|mdx¿, ejg, ljZjf;L ;+Vof, 
e]��6L jf ah]��6, OToflb d08nLsf]�� ;kmntfsf]�� dfkb08 dflgg]�� xf]�� eg]�� cu'jfx¿ cjZo 
klg tL s'/��fx¿df Jo:��t x'g]�� g}�� eP . t/�� g]��kfnL d08nLx¿df lj8Djgf of]�� /��x]��sf]�� 5 
ls w]��/��}�� ljzfn /�� km/��flsnf]�� x'Fb}�� u/��]��sf]�� cj:��yfx¿df ;txd'lg /��x]��sf h/��fx¿df eg]�� w]��/��}�� 
j[l4 ePsf]�� kfOFb}��g . ;txdflysf]�� ljzfn ;+/��rgfx¿nfO{ wfGg hldgd'lgsf]�� hu alnof]�� 
x'g'k5{ /�� hux¿ ;xL tTjx¿n]�� lgdf{0f ePsf]�� x'g'k5{ . t/�� tL s'/��fx¿sf]�� cefjn]�� ubf{ 
d08nLx¿df Tof] w]��/��}�� ;d:��ofx¿ cfPsf]�� xfdL kfpF5f}��+ .

o:��tf cj:��yfx¿ sxfF b]��lvG5g\ t eGbfM s_ ljZjf;Lx¿df r]��nfkg jf kl/��kSj ljZjf;sf]�� 
cefjdf, v_ d08nLx¿df g]��t[Tjsf k|ltkmnx¿df k|z:��t b]��Vg ;lsG5, u_ afOanLo 
lzIffsf]�� cefjdf, jrgsf]�� cy{ nufpg]�� /�� k|rf/�� ug]��{ tl/��sfx¿df of]�� k|z:��t b]��lvG5,  
3_ O{Zj/��zf:��q k7gkf7g ug]��{ 7fpFx¿df ljBfyL{sf]�� cefj 5 . d08nLx¿n]�� cfˆgf 
5f]��/��f5f]��/��Lx¿ k9fpg nufgL gu/��]��sf cj:��yfx¿ 5g\ . o;/��L d08nLsf h/��fx¿ jrgsf]�� 
dlnnf]�� df6f]��df j[l4 x'g g;s]��sf]�� cj:��yfx¿ b]��Vg ;lsG5 . -d cfk"mn]�� afOan sn]��hdf 
k9fpFb}�� cfPsf]�� cfh @@ jif{ x'Fb}��5 ._ ha jrg a'‰gsf]�� nflu nufgL k'Ub}��g, ta 
d08nLx¿df o;sf]�� a'emfOsf]�� cefj x'G5 /�� cEof;df jrgsf]�� kmn cfpFb}��g . kmn:��j¿k 
d08nLx¿ cf–cfˆg}�� efjgf /�� cg'ejsf]�� e/��df ef}��+tfl/��O/��x]��sf]�� kfOG5 .

xfdL g]��kfnsf]�� wd{ /�� ;+:��s[ltdf x's]��{sf JolQmx¿ ePsf]�� sf/��0f xfd|f hLjgsf b[li6sf]��0fx¿ 
oxL k[i7e"ld /�� cEof;df cfwfl/��t 5g\ . o;sf/��0f cf/��fwgfdf cfpFbf xfd|f]�� ljZj–kl/��b[li6 
(worldview) dxTjk"0f{ x'G5 . xfdLn]�� Wofg lbg'k5{ ls s]�� s:��tf b[li6sf]��0f xfdLn]�� xfd|f]�� 
;dfh /�� wfld{s ;+:��s[ltaf6 l;s]��/�� cfPsf 5f}��+ /�� tL xfd|f cf/��fwgfsf nflu pko'Qm 5g\ 
ls 5}��gg\ < w]��/��}�� 7'nf–7'nf ck]��Iff af]��s]��/�� xfdL d08nL hfG5f}��+, clg w]��/��}�� h;f]�� c;Gt'i6 
g}�� al;/��fv]��sf x'G5f}��+, lsg < n]��vs ¿y x]��nL af6{g eGg'x'G5, æ;d'bfo rflxF d08nLn]�� 
…��clwstd k|lt1f u/��]��sf]�� t/�� yf]��k}�� k'¥ofpg g;s]��sf]��]��Ú�� ljifo ag]��sf]�� 5 .Æ ("Community is 
the most ‘overpromised and underdelivered��’ aspect of the church today,”) lsg xf]��nf < 
lsgeg]��, d08nLaf/��]�� xfdLn]�� unt ljrf/�� /�� ck]��Iffx¿ /��fv]��sf 5f}��+ . o;}��n]�� w]��/��}�� hgf lg/��fz 
/�� c;Gt'i6 5g\ . of]�� cj:��yf kl/��jt{g x'g'k/��]��sf]�� 5 . 

xfdL cu'jfx¿ klg dfly pNn]��lvt ljifox¿df pQ/��bfoL 5f}��+ . s;/��L < d08nLleq lgDg 
k|Zgof]��Uo cEof;x¿ 5g\ M

s_	xfdL ljgf tof/��L jrg k|rf/�� u5f}��{+ . kf:��6/��–cu'jfsf]�� ;a}��eGbf k|d'v lhDd]��jf/��L 
k/��d]��Zj/��sf]�� jrg cWoog ug'{ /�� ;xL tl/��sfn]�� l;sfpg' xf]�� . of]�� k|fylds lhDd]��jf/��Ldf 
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g}�� xfdL w]��/��}�� r's]��sf 5f}��+ . elgG5, æcNkljBf eo+s/��LÆ cyf{t\ yf]��/��}�� 1fg vt/��gfs x'G5 . 
xfdLn]�� xfd|f]�� dxTjk"0f{ bfloTjnfO{ xNsf ¿kdf lnO/��fv]��sf 5f}��+ . 

v_	w]��/��}�� cu'jfx¿n]�� d08nLnfO{ Ps j}��slNks k]��zfsf]�� ¿kdf axg ul/��/��fv]��sf 5g\, æsxLF 
st}�� c¿ Joj;fo km]��nf k/��]��g jf kmfk]��g eg]�� kf:��6/��Lo sfd ub{}�� u/��f}��+ gÆ eGg]�� ljrf/�� xfaL 
ePsf]�� 5 . o:��tf]�� ;f]��rfO clxn]�� Jofks 5 . o;nfO{ “Gig-economy” elgG5, h;n]�� 
eG5, æ;:��tf]�� ahf/��df clnslt nufgL u/��]��/�� x]��/��f}��+ g, st}�� gfkmf eO kf]�� xfN5 ls <Æ 
o:��t}�� ljrf/��n]�� g]��kfndf sltn]�� “Gig-Church” sf]�� ¿kdf d08nL ;+rfng ul/��/��fv]��sf]�� 
kfOG5 . ToxfF ;dk{0f /�� nufgL yf]��/��}�� 5, t/�� cfzf ul/��Psf gfkmf jf kmfObfx¿ cyfx 
5g\ . sltko o:��tf d08nLx¿ t sf]��le8sf]�� sf/��0fn]�� aGb klg eO;s]��sf 5g\ . 

u_	 cfZro{sd{ -r+ufO_ /�� cflzif\sf k|lt1fx¿n]�� r'lnPsf d08nLx¿ g]��kfndf w]��/��}�� 
kfOG5 . xf]��, k/��d]��Zj/��n]�� cflzif\ lbg'x'G5, cfZro{sd{x¿ /�� r+ufO klg ug{'x'G5 t/�� tL 
;a}��sf]�� p2]��Zo eg]�� xfdLnfO{ pkef]��Qmf agfpg' xf]��Og, t/�� d08nLåf/��f pxfFsf]�� dlxdf 
ljZjel/�� k'¥ofpg' xf]�� . t/�� cfZro{sd{, r+ufO /�� cflzif\sf]�� k|lt1fx¿n]�� rl'nPsf 
g]��kfnL d08nLx¿df k/��d]��Zj/��sf]�� dlxdfsf]�� cefj 5 /�� w]��/��}�� hgf lg/��fz ePsf 5g\ . 

3_	 kljq cfTdf /�� cf/��fwgfsf]�� ljifodf o:��tf]�� ljrf/��wf/��f g]��kfnL d08nLx¿df kfOG5, Tof]�� 
xf]�� M ;fpG8 l;:��6dn]�� ul'GhPsf]�� clg efjgf /�� cfj]��usf]�� cleJolQmn]�� el/��Psf]�� cf/��fwgf 
dfq cflTds x'g\ . tL gePsf d08nLx¿ kljq cfTdf gePsf d08nLx¿ x'g\ eGg]�� 
a'emfO /��x]��sf]�� kfOG5 . 

o:��tf ;dfh /�� ;+:��s[ltn]�� cfsf/�� lbPsf]�� d08nLsf gd'gfx¿ (mental model) af]��s]��/�� lxF8\bf 
d08nLn]�� w]��/��}�� hgfnfO{ c;Gt'i6 /�� e|ldt agfO/��fv]��sf 5g\ . o;}��sf/��0f w]��/��}��n]�� ;f]��Wb}��5g\, 
æjf:��tjdf d08nL s]�� xf]�� <Æ To;}��n]�� d08nLdf kZrfQfk /�� k'ghf{u/��0fsf]�� vfFrf]�� 5, hxfF 
æs/��f/��sf]�� cf/��fwgfÆ elgg]�� a'emfOsf]�� vfFrf]�� 5 . s/��f/�� eg]��sf]�� k/��d]��Zj/��;Fu ;l7s ;DaGwsf]�� 
9fFrf xf]�� . o;sf]�� cEof; cf/��fwgfdf ul/��G5 . o;sf/��0f cf/��fwgf a'‰g k|ydtM k/��d]��Zj/��sf]�� 
rl/q /�� :��j¿k a'‰g cfjZos 5 . To;kl5 pxfFsf]�� s/��f/��sf]�� ;DaGwsf]�� 9fFrf /�� z}��nL 
a'‰g'k5{ . ;Dk"0f{ afOann]�� a'emfpg rfx]��sf]�� d'Vo p2]��Zo oxL xf]�� . 

k|lzIfs dfOsn uf]��lxg eGg'x'G5, æd08nLzf:��q ;j{k|yd t d08nLsf]�� klxrfgsf]�� ljifo 
xf]��M xfdL sf]�� xf}��+ /�� s;sf]�� ;]��jf ub}��{5f}��+ < olb afOansf]�� 36gf sxfgLn]�� xfd|f]�� klxrfg ag]��sf]�� 
5}��g eg]�� of]�� cfkm}�� ;fdflhs :��ynut ;+:��sf/��x¿n]�� kl/��lrt x'g yfN5 . ca dxTjk"0f{ k|Zg 
of]�� 5M s]�� xfd|f]�� klxrfg afOanaf6 cfpg]�� xf]�� < ls xfd|f]�� ;dfh /�� ;+:��s[ltaf6 cfpg]�� 
xf]�� <Æ ("Ecclesiology is first of all about the church��’s identity- who we are and who we 
serve. And if the biblical story is not the place where our identity is forged, then by 
default this place will be somewhere else, almost certainly in our cultural story and 
social location.")

o;}��sf/��0f d08nL /�� cf/��fwgf a'‰g xfdLn]�� s]��xL cfwf/��e"t zAb /�� jfSof+zx¿ cWoog ug{ 
cfjZos x'G5 . To;sf]�� lglDt xfdL b'O{–tLg j6f ljifox¿ x]��/��f}��+M
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!_	 d08nL M d08nL v|Li6sf]�� z/��L/�� xf]�� . 

o]��z" v|Li6sf]�� hLjg, d[To' /�� k'g?Tyfgn]�� Pp6f ;dfhnfO{ hGd lbof]�� . o]��z" v|Li6sf]�� 
cfudgsf]�� ld;g p2]��Zo ;du|df ;+;f/��df k/��d]��Zj/��sf]�� pkl:��ylt Nofpg' /�� pxfFsf]�� dlxdf 
k|s6 ug'{ lyof]�� -o"xGgf !M!*_ . pxfFn]�� k/��d]��Zj/��sf]�� of]��hgfdf pbfx/��0fLo hLjg lhP/�� /�� 
lzIff k|bfg u/��]��/�� hfg'eof]�� . Pp6f hLjg lhO ;s]��/�� hfg'df pxfFsf]�� p2]��Zo s]�� lyof]�� < 
r]��nfx¿n]�� o]��z" ;Fu;Fu}�� lhP/��, pxfFaf6 ;'g]��/��, l;s]��/�� d08nL :��yfkgf u/]sf]�� lyP� . o]��z"sf]�� 
hLjgåf/��f d08nL pTkGg ePsf]�� lyof]�� . d08nL o]��z"sf]�� hLjgsf]�� ckl/��xfo{ kmn -kl/��0ffd_ 
xf]�� . To;}��n]�� xfdL klg v|Li6 s]��lGb|t d08nL x'g'k5{ . To;sf]�� lglDt pxfFsf]�� hLjg, rl/q, 
:��jefj, jrg, ljrf/��, cfr/��0f, sfo{z}��nL /�� nIo ld;gnfO{ kof{Kt ¿kdf a'e]m��/�� cEof;df 
Nofpg'kb{5 .

d08nL v|Li6n]�� k|]��l/��tx¿nfO{ a'emfpg'ePsf]�� lyof]�� /�� To;sf]�� ld;g pxfFn]�� ltgLx¿nfO{ 
x:��tfGt/��0f ug'{eof]�� -n"sf $M!*–!(Ù dQL !^M!*_ . o]��z"n]�� clGtd ef]��hgsf]�� k|;+udf 
r]��nfx¿nfO{ eGg'eof]��, æh;/��L lktfn]�� dnfO{ k7fpg'ePsf]�� 5, To;/��L g}�� d ltdLx¿nfO{ 
k7fpFb}��5'Æ -o"xGgf @)M@!_ . clg kfjnn]�� cfˆgf kqx¿df k|s6 u/��]��sf 5g\ ls d08nL 
v|Li6sf]�� z/��L/�� xf]�� -! sf]��l/��GyL !@Ù Plkm;L #–$Ù sn;L !_ . oxL cfwf/��df xfdLn]�� 
d08nLnfO{ a'‰g cfjZos 5 .

@_ d08nLsf hux¿ s]��df a;flnPsf 5g\ < 

cf/��fwgf gjLs/��0fsf]�� hu a;fNg]�� p2]��Zo /��fv]��sf]�� o; ;Dd]��ng /�� cleofgn]�� g]��kfnL 
d08nLx¿df ;fFrf]�� kl/��jt{g Nofpgsf]�� nflu ;tx d'lg h/��fdf x'g]�� lqmofsnfknfO{ Wofgdf 
/��fVg'kb{5 . ;+/��rgfx¿ d'lg hudf a;flng]�� wft' kbfy{sf s'/��fx¿nfO{ Wofgdf /��fVg'kb{5 . 
s'g}�� ?vn]�� kmn lbg slDtdf # b]��lv $ jif{ nfU5 . clg hu a;fNg]�� klg Ps of]��hgfa4 
k|s[of x'G5 . 

o]��z" v|Li6n]�� b'O{ lsl;dsf husf]�� b[i6fGt eGg'eof]��,

æo;sf/��0f h;n]�� d]��/��f oL jrg ;'G5 /�� kfng u5{, d Ps hgf a'l4dfg\ dflg;;Fu 
To;sf]�� t'ngf u5'{, h;n]�� cfˆgf]�� 3/�� r§fgdfly agfof]�� . clg kfgL k¥of]��, /�� af9L 
cfof]��, clg x'/��L rNof]�� /�� To; 3/��dfly ahfl/��of]��, /�� klg Tof]�� 3/�� 9n]��g . lsgls Tof]�� 
r§fgdfly a;flnPsf]�� lyof]�� . h;n]�� d]��/��f oL jrg ;'g]��/�� klg kfng ub{}��g, To;sf]�� 
t'ngf Pp6f d"v{ dflg;;Fu ul/��G5, h;n]�� cfˆgf]�� 3/�� afn'jfdfly agfof]�� . kfgL k¥of]��, 
/�� af9L cfof]��, clg x'/��L rNof]�� /�� To; 3/��dfly ahfl/��of]��, /�� Tof]�� 3/�� 9Nof]��, clg To;sf]�� 
7"nf]�� ljgfz eof]�� .Æ -dQL &M@$–@&_

o; b[i6fGtsf]�� d'Vo kf7 oxL lyof]�� ls dha't 3/�� Tof]�� JolQmsf]�� hLjg xf]�� h;n]�� 
k/��d]��Zj/��sf]�� jrg ;'G5 /�� kfng u5{ . sRrL 3/�� Tof]�� JolQmsf]�� hLjg xf]�� h;n]�� jrg ;'G5 
t/�� kfng rflxF ub}��g . 
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s'g}�� klg 3/��sf]�� nflu husf]�� dxTjk"0f{ e"ldsf x'G5 . To;n]�� k"/��}�� 3/�� clg To; leqsf 
;a}�� yf]��sx¿sf]�� ef/�� af]��Sg ;Sg]�� x'g'k5{ . t/�� hu eg]�� hldgsf]�� ;tx d'lg, gb]��lvg]�� 7fpFdf 
n's]��sf]�� x'G5 . g]��kfnsf]�� @)&@ ;fnsf]�� e"sDk /�� 6sL{ b]��zdf xfn;fn}�� uPsf]�� dxfe"sDk 
;Demg'xf]��;\ . sf7df8f}��+sf w]��/��}�� 3/��x¿ e"sDkdf elTsP . 6sL{ b]��zsf]�� eUgfjz]��ifsf]�� af/��]��df 
æw]��/��}�� p:��tfp:��t}�� b]��lvg]�� 3/��x¿dWo]�� s'g}�� elTsP t/�� sltko rflxF lsg elTsPgg\Æ eg]��/�� 
;f]��Wb}��ubf{ Ps l;len Ol{Ghlgo/��n]�� hjfkm lbP, æsltko 3/��x¿ ;/��sf/��n]�� lgb]��{zg u/��]��sf]�� 
dfkb08 cg';f/�� lgdf{0f ;DkGg ePsf lyPgg\ . ltgLx¿ rflxF k|foM eTs]��sf]�� kfOof]�� . 
ltgLx¿sf lkn/��df l;d]��G6;Fu w]��/��}�� cg'lrt tTjx¿ klg ld;fOPsf]�� e]��l6of]�� . To;}��n]�� hu 
/�� lkn/��x¿n]�� 3/��nfO{ wfGg ;s]��gg\ .Æ

s]�� xfd|f cflTds hux¿n]�� k/��d]��Zj/��sf]�� d08nLsf]�� dfkb08 kf; unf{ < s]�� xfd|f cflTds 
lkn/��x¿n]�� ;fwf/��0f e"sDkx¿ wfGg ;Snfg\ < oL uDeL/�� k|Zgx¿ x'g\ . o;sf/��0f kf:��6/��x¿n]�� 
k/��d]��Zj/��sf]�� d08nLsf]�� lglDt dfkb08x¿ cWoog ug{ /�� kfng ug{ cTofjZos x'G5 .

#_ v|Li6Lo cf/��fwgf k/��d]��Zj/��sf]�� s/��f/��sf]�� cfwf/��df a'‰g'kb{5 
ofXj]�� k/��d]��Zj/�� cfˆgf dflg;x¿;Fu jf; ug{ /�� s/��f/��sf]�� ;DaGwsf]�� 9fFrfdf a:��g rfxg'x'G5 . 
of]�� s'/��f xfdL afOansf]�� d'6'df kfpFb5f}��+ . k|:��yfgsf]�� k':��tsdf k/��d]��Zj/��n]�� O;|fPnLx¿nfO{ 
ld> b]��zsf]�� bf;Tjaf6 p4f/�� u/��]��/�� Nofpg'x'Fbf pxfFn]�� ltgLx¿nfO{ gofF /��fi6« /�� gofF klxrfg 
lbg'eof]�� . ;j{k|yd pxfFn]�� ltgLx¿nfO{ l;g}�� kj{tdf !) cf1f;lxt Joj:��yf lbg'eof]�� . 
Tof]��eGbf cufl8 pxfFn]�� eGg'eof]��, æ;a}�� hfltx¿dWo]�� ltdLx¿rflxF d]��/��f]�� ax'd"No lgh wg 
x'g]��5f}�� . ;f/��f k[YjL d]��/��}�� eP tfklg ltdLx¿ d]��/��f]�� lglDt k"hfxf/��Lsf]�� Ps /��fHo /�� Ps kljq 
hflt x'g]��5f}��Æ -k|:��yfg !(M%–^_ . clg !) cf1fsf]�� kl/��rodf pxfFn]�� eGg'eof]��, æd k/��dk|e' 
ltdLx¿sf k/��d]��Zj/�� xF', h;n]�� ltdLx¿nfO{ ld>b]��z, cyf{t\ bf;Tjsf]�� b]��zaf6 lgsfn]��/�� 
NofPFÆ -@)M@_ . of]�� s/��f/��sf]�� efiff xf]�� . o; af/��]�� l6Kk0fL ub}��{ o"lhg lk6/��;g eGg'x'G5, 
æk/��d]��Zj/��sf]�� 5gf}��6n]�� gofF ljz]��if klxrfg ;[hgf u¥of]��, clg s/��f/��n]�� bfloTjk"0f{ ;DaGw 
lgdf{0f u¥of]�� .Æ (“Election creates a unique identity, covenant describes a responsible 
relationship.” Eugene Peterson, Five Smooth Stones for Pastoral Works, 42).

s/��f/�� eg]��sf]�� k/��d]��Zj/�� /�� dflg;x¿ larsf]�� ;DaGwsf]�� 9+u–9fFrf xf]�� . afOansf]�� x/��]��s kGgfn]�� 
eGg vf]��h]��sf]�� k/��d]��Zj/��sf]�� OR5f /�� p2]��Zo s/��f/�� g}�� xf]�� . k/��d]��Zj/�� ;DaGwsf]�� ultzLntfdf 
dflg;x¿;Fu sfo{–Jojxf/�� ug'{x'G5 . xfdLaf6 klg of]�� ;DaGw bf]��xf]��/��f]�� ¿kdf sfod /��fv]��sf]�� 
pxfF rfxg'x'G5, h:��tf]�� b'nxf /�� b'nxLn]�� Ps–cfk;df /��fVb5g\ . v|Li6Lo cf/��fwgf xfd|f]�� 
k/��d]��Zj/�� /�� dflg;x¿;Fu JoQm ul/��g]�� lqsf]��0fLo ;Djfb xf]��, hxfF ;DaGwsf cfwf/��x¿sf]�� 
nflu af]��Ng]�� /�� ;'Gg]�� sfdx¿ k|z:��t x'G5g\ . Pp6f kl/��jf/��df h:��t}�� ;DaGwsf]�� ultzLntfdf 
hLjgsf d'xfgx¿ x'G5g\ .
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lgisif{
h;/��L ;fOsn u'8\gsf]�� nflu b'O{j6f kf+u|f rflxG5, To;}��u/��L g]��kfnL d08nLx¿ cf/��fwgfsf]�� 
gjLs/��0fdf nDsg]�� xf]�� eg]�� To;sf]�� nflu rflxg]�� b'O{ cfwf/�� rflxF kljq cfTdf /�� k/��d]��Zj/��sf]�� 
jrg dfq x'g\ . o; ;Dd]��ngåf/��f cfzf ul/��Psf s'/��f oL g}�� x'g\ ls g]��kfnL d08nLx¿n]�� 
cf/��fwgfsf oL ulx/��f /��x:��ox¿nfO{ Wofgdf /��fVg]��5g\, cWoog ug]��{5g\ /�� ef]��lnsf lbgx¿df 
afOandf k|s6 ePsf]�� k/��d]��Zj/��sf]�� OR5f cg';f/�� cfTdf /�� ;Totfdf pxfFnfO{ k'Hg]��5g\ . 

o]��z"n]�� eGg'eof]��, æ=== a]��nf cfO/��x]��5, === ha ;Rrf cf/��fwsx¿n]�� lktfnfO{ cfTdf /�� 
;Totfdf cf/��fwgf ug]��{5g\ . lsgls cf/��fwgf ug]��{ o:��t}�� cf/��fwsx¿nfO{ g}�� lktfn]�� 
vf]��Hg'x'G5Æ -o"xGgf $M@#_ .

pxfFn]�� of]�� klg k|lt1f ug'{eof]��, æt/�� ;Nnfxsf/��, cyf{t\ kljq cfTdf, h;nfO{ lktfn]�� d]��/��f]�� 
gfpFdf k7fpg'x'g]��5, pxfFn]�� ltdLx¿nfO{ ;a}�� s'/��f l;sfpg'x'g]��5, /�� d}��n]�� ltdLx¿nfO{ 
eg]��sf ;a}�� s'/��f ltdLx¿nfO{ ofb lbnfpg' x'g]��5Æ -o"xGgf !$M@^_ .

olb xfdLn]�� d08nLnfO{ afOanLo cf/��fwgfsf]�� gjLs/��0ftk{m nDsfPgf}��+ eg]��, o;nfO{ v|Li6sf]�� 
z/L��/��tk{m a9fPgf}��+ eg]��, cjZo klg Tof]�� d08nL jl/��kl/��sf /��fhgLlts /�� ;fdflhs tTjx¿sf]�� 
d08nL aGg k'Ug]��5 . clg Tof]�� d08nLnfO{ ;fdflhs k|ultzLntfsf]�� x'/��L–atf;n]�� cjZo 
axsfP/�� nfg]��5 .  

kljq cfTdf k/��d]��Zj/�� :��jod\n]�� d08nLnfO{ gjLs/��0ftk{m 8f]��¥ofpg'ePsf]�� xf]��;\, cfd]��g .
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kl/��ro 

o; kl/��rofTds efudf xfdL cf/��fwgf s]��lGb|t tLg j6f dxTjk"0f{ ljifox¿af/��]�� ;+lIfKt 
rrf{ ug]��{5f}��+ . 

h;df M 
!_	 k]ml/��Fb}�� uPsf]�� cf/��fwgfsf]�� kl/��efiff
@_	g]��kfnL d08nLsf]�� cf/��fwgfsf]�� b'O{ wf/��x¿ /�� 
#_	 ;fd"lxs cf/��fwgfsf]�� gjLg kl/��efiff 

!_ 	cf/��fwgfsf]�� k]ml/��Fb}�� uPsf]�� kl/��efiff 

ljZjJofkL d08nLx¿df cS;/�� cf/��fwgf -uLt, ;+uLt, jftfj/��0f /�� cu'jfx¿_ n]�� 
dflg;x¿df kfl/��/��x]��sf]�� k|efjcg';f/�� o;sf]�� kl/��efiff to x'Fb5 . o;nfO{ ;fOdg rfgn]�� 
“the free market economy” eGg'x'G5 . cf/��fwgfsf]�� kl/��efiff of]�� ;Gbe{df km/��s k|j[lQsf]�� 
b]��lvG5 . h:��tf]�� ls, c;n /�� v/��fa cf/��fwgf . cf/��fwsx¿df O{Zj/��Lo k|efj kfg{' c;n 
cf/��fwgf eGg ;lsG5 eg]�� cf/��fwsx¿df gsf/��fTds k|efj k¥of]�� eg]�� To;nfO{ v/��fa 
cf/��fwgf eGg ;lsG5 . jt{dfg kl/��k|]��Iodf xfd|f]�� cf/��fwgf klg ahfl/��of ePsf]�� 5 . Tof]�� 
ahfl/��of cf/��fwgfnfO{ JofVof ug{ d oxfF Pp6f zAbsf]�� k|of]��u ug{ rfxG5' . Tof]�� xf]��, 
…��pkef]��StfjfbL cf/��fwgfÚ�� . jt{dfg cj:��yfdf cf/��fwsx¿ nfestf{h:��tf ePsf 5g\ . 
;fOdg rfgn]�� cf/��fwgfnfO{ “Redemptive eschatology” /�� “Ontological eschatology” u/��L 
b'O{6f jfSof+zdf kl/��eflift ug'{ePsf]�� 5 . o;nfO{ cem JofVof ug{ pxfFn]�� k|:��yfg *M! 
/�� k|sfz $M* b]��lv !! ;DdnfO{ ;Gbe{ agfpg'ePsf]�� 5 . klxnf]�� v08cg';f/�� cf/��fwgf 
bf;Tjaf6 5'6sf/��f jf p4f/��sf]�� 36gfsf]�� glthf xf]�� . o;nfO{ xfdLn]�� O;|fPnLx¿sf]�� 
d?e"ldsf]�� ofqf, e]��6 x'g]�� kfn /�� dlGb/��sf]�� ;Gbe{df a'em\g ;S5f}��+ . bf]��;|f]�� v08cg';f/�� 
cf/��fwgf xfd|f]�� :��jefj, xfd|f]�� klxrfg /�� cl:��tTj xf]��, lsgeg]�� xfdL k/��d]��Zj/��sf xf}��+ . o;y{ 
xfdLn]�� s;/��L cf/��fwgf ul/��/��x]��sf 5f}��+ eGg]�� s'/��fsf]�� lgwf{/��0f jf lrq0fn]�� cf/��fwgfaf/��]�� xfd|f]�� 
O{Zj/�zf:�q jf :�jLsf/�f]�lQmsf]� dxTjk"0f{ ljifonfO{ s;/��L lnO/�x]�sf 5f}��+ eGg]�� s'/��fsf]�� phfu/� 
ub{5 . 

Ps cfltYok"0f{ ln6hL{ 
-pkf;gf ljlw_ ;[hgf u/�f}�+

g]�kfnL d08nLsf]� cf/�fwgf tflnsfdf o]�z"nfO{ k'gM vf]hf}+ .
  Rev. Santosh Khatiwada
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o;sf af/��]��df s]��xL kl/��efiffx¿nfO{ b[li6ut ug'{ cem ;fGble{s xf]��nfM 

“The fullest definition of worship, then, is something like “obedient action motivated by 
the beauty of who God is in himself.” Tim Keller. 

k/��d]��Zj/�� :��jod\ g}�� cf/��fwgf x'g'x'G5 . csf]��{ kl/��efiffnfO{ klg x]��/��f}��+M 

“Worship is the proper response of all moral, sentient beings to God, ascribing all honor 
and worth to their Creator-God precisely because he is worthy, delightfully so” 

k]ml/��Fb}�� uPsf]�� cf/��fwgfsf]�� ;Gbe{df xfdLn]�� xfd|f]�� O{Zj/zf:q jf :jLsf/nfO{ k'glj{rf/�� ug'{ 
h?/��L b]��lvG5 . 

@_	 g]��kfnL d08nLx¿sf]�� ;fd"lxs cf/��fwgf jf e]��nfsf]�� z}��nL b'O{6f 
wf/��x¿df ljefhg ePsf]�� 5 . 

s_ k/��Dk/��fut wf/�� 
k/��Dk/��fut wf/��df xfdLn]�� k|of]��u ug]��{ efiff, zAb, afhf jf ;+uLt cln rf]��vf]��, cln 
cflTds b]��lvg]�� /�� ;'lgg]�� u/��]��sf 5g\ . h:��tf]�� ls, xfdL d08nLdf cfO;s]��kl5 x/��]��s k6s 
…��cfd]��g–cfd]��gÚ�� eGg]��, …��xNn]��n'ofx– xNn]��n'ofxÚ�� eGb}�� km/��s k|sf/��sf]�� xfpefp k|:��t't u/��L xfd|f 
l5d]��sLx¿n]�� d]��;f]�� gkfpg]�� zAbx¿ k|of]��u ul/��/��x]��sf x'G5f}��+ . xfd|f uLtx¿åf/��f b}��lgs pkof]��u 
ug]��{ k/��d]��Zj/��sf]�� k|aGwnfO{ g}�� ;f+;fl/��s, cgflTds eg]��/�� xsf{5f}��+, olts}��df cf/��fwgfx¿ 
6'lËG5g\ . g]��kfnL d08nLx¿n]�� cf/��fwgfdf cGo efiff /�� cudjf0fLx¿nfO{ klg a9L g}�� 
hf]��8 lbFb}�� cfO/��x]��sf 5g\ .

v_ ;dsfnLg wf/�� 
o; wf/��df d08nLsf]�� cu'jfkg ;]��lna|]��6L z}��nLdf k'u]��sf]�� 5 eg]�� d08nL ;d"bforflxF 
nfestf{ h:��t}�� b]��lvG5g\ . ;fOdg rfg eGg'x'G5, “Many church services have become 
one huge entertainment, in which there is no mention of sin and what is offered as 
gospel is -the therapeutic model of life.” cf/��fwgfsf]�� o; wf/��df kf:��6/�� cu'jfx¿ klg 
;]��lna|]��6L h:��t}�� sfo{S|md k|:��t't ug{ zlgaf/�� laxfg @ 306f dfq d~rdf cfpF5g\ . c¿ 
lbg d08nLsf]�� b}��lgs sfo{ef/�� g;Dxfn]��sf]�� /�� ljZjf;Lx¿ dfem g/��x]��sf sf/��0f -pgLx¿sf 
;]��jfk|lt_ k|Zg p7\g yfn]��sf 5g\ . csf]��{ kf6f]��df d08nLdf rnfOg]�� afhf ufhf, ;fª\uLlts 
e'm08sf cu'jf klg ;]��lna|]��6L h:��t}�� zlgjf/�� b'O{ 306fsf]�� nflu sfo{S|md k|:��t't ug{ cfPh:��tf]�� 
b]��lvG5 . d08nL ;d"bforflxF y]��/��fkL ug{ cfPsf JolStx¿ h:��tf]�� nfU5 . 

#_	 ;fd"lxs cf/��fwgfsf]�� gjLg kl/��efiff

Gf]��kfnL zAbsf]��z cg';f/�� gjLgtf eg]��sf]�� …��gofFkgÚ�� jf …��gjLgÚ�� x'g'sf]�� ljz]��iftf xf]�� . o;nfO{ 
dflg;x¿sf]�� cfsif{0f, cf/��fwsx¿df k|ToIf kg{ uPsf]�� k|efjsf]�� cfwf/��x¿df JofVof /�� 
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cEof; ul/��Fb}�� cfOPsf]�� 5 . ca xfdL ;+lIfKt ¿kdf cf/��fwgf gjLgtfsf af/��]��df rrf{ u/��f}��+ 
. Oltxf;el/�� g}�� ;fd"lxs cf/��fwgfdf gofFkg x'gsf]�� nflu s'g}�� g s'g}�� k|sf/��sf]�� cEof; 
ePsf]�� b]��lvG5 . o;nfO{ ltdf]��yL s]��n/��n]�� “Worship Wars” eg]��sf 5g\ . ljz]��if u/��L l/��kmD8{ 
k/��Dk/��fsf]�� Oltxf;nfO{ x]��g]��{ xf]�� eg]�� dfl6{g n'y/��n]�� k'nlk6sf]�� :��yfgfGt/��0faf6 gjLgtfsf]�� 
z'?jft u/��]��sf lyP . pgsf]�� of]�� cEof; “priesthood of all believers” df cfwfl/��t lyof]�� . 
!^cf}��F ztfAbLdf /��f]��dg Sofyf]��lns cf/��fwgfdf k|of]��u ul/��g]�� lkofgf]��nfO{ lj:��yflkt ub}��{ 
h'Oª\nL eGg]�� lyof]��nf]��lhog /�� kf:��6/��n]�� uLt, afhfufhfsf]�� k|of]��u g}�� gul/��sg ;fd""lxs 
cf/��fwgfsf]�� /��rgf u/��]��, hxfF lzIff, k|rf/�� /�� k|fy{gf dfq x'g]�� ub{Yof]�� . hf]��g SoflNeg eGg]�� 
csf{ lyof]��nf]��lhogn]�� ;fd""lxs cf/��fwgfdf uLt -ehg;+u|xdfq_, ;+uLt, jrg, bfg e]��6L 
/�� k|e'ef]��hsf]�� clgjfo{ cEof; /��fv]��/�� ;fd"lxs cf/��fwgfnfO{ gjLs/��0f u/��]�� . t/�� !( cf}��F 
ztfAbL kl5af6 eg]�� ;fd"lxs cf/��fwgf …��l;s/�� ;le{;Ú�� s]��lGb|t x'Fb}�� cfPsf]�� 5 /�� of]�� clxn]�� 
klg ljZjJofkL ¿kdf cEof;df 5 egL l6d s]��n/�� eGg'x'G5 . o;sf]�� cy{ dflg;x¿ 
cf/��fwgfsf]�� cAh]��S6 x'g cfP . d08nLx¿df dflg;x¿sf]�� ?rL cg';f/��sf uLt ;+uLt, 
pgLx¿sf]�� clenfiff, ahfl/��of ;+:��s[ltsf]�� gSsn, cfw'lgs /�� rngrNtLsf]�� s'/��fx¿n]�� 
;fd"lxs cf/��fwgfx¿ ;DkGg x'Fb}�� cfPsf 5g\ . gjLs/��0fsf]�� S|mddf w]��/��}�� d08nLx¿ 
P]��ltxfl;s d08nL, afOan /�� ;+:��s[lt lt/�� kms]��{sf 5g\ . csf]��{ kf6f]��df, gjLs/��0fsf]�� 
S|mddf w]��/��}�� d08nLx¿ cfw'lgstflt/�� jf ahfl/��of ;+:��s[ltlt/�� nlDsPsf 5g\ . jt{dfg\ 
cj:��yfdf xfdLn]�� d08nLsf]�� ;fd"lxs cf/��fwgfdf gjLgtfsf]�� s'/��f ubf{ oL b'O{ wf/��eGbf 
aflx/�� uP/�� ;Gt'lnt dfu{ vf]��Hg' h?/��L 5, Tof]�� xf]�� M ;';dfrf/��df kms]��{/�� cfpg' jf v|Li6 
s]��lGb|t ;fd"lxs cf/��fwgf /��rgf ub}��{ hfg' . ;';dfrf/��df kmls{cfpg' jf v|Li6 s]��lGb|t x'g' 
eg]��sf]�� gjLs/��0fsf]�� S|mddf l;h{gf ePsf P]��ltxfl;s ln6hL{x¿df v|Li6 o]��z"nfO{ k'gM kQf 
nufpg' xf]�� /�� xfd|f]�� d08nLsf]�� ln6hL{x¿ cfltYok"0f{ x'Fb}�� hfg' xf]�� . o;nfO{ hf]��g SoflNegn]�� 
cg'u|x, ;';dfrf/�� /�� v|Li6 s]��lGb|t ln6hL{sf]�� ¿kdf kl/��eflift u/��]��sf 5g\ . pgsf]�� of]�� 
cg'jfbrflxF “Sovereignty of God” eGg]�� O{Zj/��zf:��qLo lzIffdf cfwfl/��t 5 . “Liturgy tells 
a story. We tell the gospel by the way we worship because Christian public worship is 
a representation of the gospel” Says Bryan Chapell. 

d08nLsf]�� ;fd"lxs cf/��fwgfn]�� t ;';dfrf/��sf]�� 3f]��if0ff ug'{ kg]��{ xf]�� /�� o]z" v|Li6sf]�� 
d'xf/�� k|ltljlDat ug'{kg]��{ xf]�� . o]z" v|Li6sf]�� pkl:��ylt, pxfFn]�� ef]��u]��sf]�� b'Mv, d'To', 
k'g?Tyfg /�� o;sf kl/��0ffdx¿ k|:��t't x'g'kg]��{ xf]�� . xfd|f d08nLsf cf/��fwgfx¿df 
dflg;x¿nfO{ xfdLn]�� of]�� u/��, Tof]�� u/��, of]�� gu/��, olt u/��, olt b]��p, o;/��L cfp, o;/��L 
hfpm dfq elg/��x]��sf 5f}��+ ls < cfh xfdLn]�� ;';dfrf/�� jf v|Li6 s]��lGb|t ln6hL{sf]�� 
s'/��f ub}��{ ubf{, cg'u|xn]�� el/��Psf]�� jf cfltYok"0f{ ln6hL{sf]�� s'/��f ul/��/��x]��sf 5f}��+ . xf]��, 
ca g]��kfnL d08nLx¿sf ;fd"lxs cf/��fwgfdf gjLgtf cfpg' eg]��s}�� ;';dfrf/��df 
kms{g' xf]�� /�� kZrftfk u/��L v|Li6sf]�� cg'u|xdf :��yflkt x'g' xf]�� . Bryan Chapell eG5g\, 
“Worship is about renewing relationship with the present CHRIST” v|Li6sf]�� of]�� 
cg'u|xdf ;xefuL x'g]�� xf]�� eg]�� xfdLn]�� cfltlyk"0f{ jf v|Li6 s]��lGb|t ln6hL{sf]�� cEof; ug{}�� 
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kb{5 . Bryan Chapell eG5g\, “Corporate worship is nothing more, and nothing less, 
than a representation of the gospel in the presence of God and His people for their 
good”. cltly ;Tsf/�� ln6hL{sf]�� c+zx¿M k/��d]��Zj/��sf]�� pkl:��ylt -cg'u|x aUg]�� wf/��fx¿_, 
pxfFsf dflg;x¿sf] ujfxL, pxfFsf dflg;x¿sf]�� enfO{ jf pGglt x'g\ . 

cf/��fwgf gjLgtfsf nflu ln6hL{sf]�� dxTj 

ln6hL{ M “Ecclesial Practices”

ln6hL{nfO{ h]��D; s]��=P= l:��dyn]�� a8f]�� km/��flsnf]�� ¿kdf kl/��eflift u/��]��sf 5g\ pgL eG5g\, 
“homo liturgicus.” jrgsf]�� jl/��kl/�� x'g cfpg]�� jf ufFl;Psf s[ofsnfkx¿sf]�� qmdnfO{ 
ln6hL{ elgG5 . ln6hL{ nfO{ “ordo” eg]��/�� ;fOdg rfgn]�� kl/��eflift ug'{ePsf]�� 5 . 
ln6hL{nfO{ d08nLsf]�� O{Zj/��zf:��q, ljZjf;sf]�� ;f/��, ;Dk"0f{ ;]��jfsfo{sf]�� ;f/��f+zsf]�� ¿kdf 
klg JofVof ul/��Psf]�� 5 . 

“The liturgy may be described as embodied worship. It is worship expressed through a 
certain visible order or structure (thus the phrase “order of service”)” . Further he says 
“The ordo is a consistent whole; what it reveals is a whole way of life of the ecclesial 
community. As Lutheran liturgiologist Frank Senn puts it, “Liturgy expresses nothing 
less than a worldview.” “Many Theologians have called the order of service a “liturgy”. 
The Greek term leitourgia referred to work done for the good of the public. When 
used in the context of a church gathering, “liturgy” refers to the “work” or ministry of 
exaltation and edification for which God gathers his people – or better, that God himself 
performs in and through his people” Says Matt Merker in his book, Corporate worship. 
“Structure of a church��’s worship service is called its liturgy” says Bryan Chapell. It is 
order of worship. “Worship is a “creative response” to God��’s self-revelation”.

h]��D; s]�� P l:��dysf]�� egfOcg';f/�� cf/��fwgf -ln6hL{_ nfO{ cf6{ -snf_ klg eGg ;lsG5 . 
afOan O{Zj/��zf:��qdf ln6hL{ o:��t}�� x'g'k5{ eg]��/�� elgPsf]�� 5}��g . tyflk k/��d]��Zj/��n]�� cfk"m;Fu 
ljz]��if ;DaGwdf /��xg af]��nfpg'ePsf dflg;x¿sf]�� ;+ultdf pxfFn]�� ljleGg k|sf/��n]�� cfk"mnfO{ 
pknAw u/��fpg'ePsf]�� 5 . xfdL s]��xL afOansf]�� kf7x¿ x]��/��f}��+ . 

s_ pTklQ !M#, #!, @M! @M!% b]��lv !* . 
v_ Joj:��yf !@M! b]��lv &, !@ . 
u_ gx]��Dofx *M! b]��lv !) 
3_ k|]��l/��t @M$@ b]��lv $& /�� !#M@ 
ª_ lxa|" (M! 
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ln6hL{sf]�� dxTjnfO{ rrf{ u/��f}��+M 
ln6hL{ Ps lj/��f6\ ef]��hsf]�� 6]��jn h:��t}�� xf]��M cfltYosf]�� ;/��f]��sf/�� 

“Without a liturgy, we will not be able to actualize our theology of worship in practice” 
Simon Chan

k/��d]��Zj/��sf]�� s/��f/��sf]�� :��jefj jf ultzLntf g}�� o;/��L ag]��sf]�� 5 ls ha ha xfdL ;fd"lxs 
cf/��fwgfdf cfpF5f}��+, xfdL s'g}�� g s'g}�� ¿kdf k/��d]��Zj/��;Fu af]��ln/��x]��sf jf k|ltlqmof hgfO/��x]��sf 
x'G5f}��+ . To;}��ul/��, k/��d]��Zj/�� klg pxfFsf]�� jrg, lzIff /�� kljq cfTdfsf]�� pkl:��yltåf/��f xfdLnfO{ 
;]��jf lbO/��xg'x'G5 . of]�� k|ls|ofdf ;dfj]��z hlt klg ls|ofsnfkx¿ 5g\ ltg}�� ls|ofsnfkx¿ 
ldn]��/�� ln6hL{sf]�� lgdf0f{ x'Fb5 . h;n]�� k/��d]��Zj/�� /�� dflg;sf]�� ;DaGwnfO{ cleJoQm ub{5 . 
oxfF d Pp6f egfO pb\w[t ug{ rfxG5', “To be sure, some may associate the idea of 
liturgy with high – church formalism and rote tradition. But in reality, every church has 
a liturgy. No matter how simple or complex, how short or long, each church��’s order 
of service expresses a set of theological values. And in turn, the liturgy gradually 
inculcates those same values in the church��’s members” 

!_	 ln6hL{ O{Zj/��zf:��qsf]�� dfWod xf]�� . o;n]�� O{Zj/��zf:��qnfO{ cleJoQm ug]��{ sfd ub{5 . 
@_	 ln6hL{åf/��f g}�� d08nLsf ljZjf;Lx¿n]�� O{Zj/��zf:��q l;Sb}�� hfG5g\ . 
#_	 ln6hL{åf/��f d08nLnfO{ ;fd"lxs r]��nfkgdf 8f]��¥ofpg ;lsG5 . 
$_	ln6hL{ ;fd"lxs r]��nfkgsf]�� zlQmzfnL ;fwg xf]�� lsgls of]�� æÅboÆ nfO{ tflnd lbg]�� 

c;n dfWod xf]�� . 
%_	ln6hL{n]�� d08nLsf ultljlwx¿nfO{ ;'Jojl:��yt ub{5 . 
^_	 k/��d]��Zj/�� /�� dflg; larsf]�� s/��f/��sf]�� ;DaGwn]�� g}�� dfu ub{5 . 

Df oxfF csf]��{ egfO{nfO{ p4[t ub{5' “We should see the church��’s worship service – the 
whole thing, not just the sermon – as a mass discipling activity. The gathering isn��’t 
simply a single spiritual discipline; it��’s a host of them. It��’s a way of taking the experiences 
of prayer and worship, which we so often compartmentalize and individualize, and 
unifying them in the life of the congregation”

ln6hL{ /��rgf ubf{ jf n]��Vbf Wofg lbg'kg]��{ afOanLo lzIffsf cfwf/��x¿

xfd|f]�� O{Zj/��zf:��q /�� cfltYosf]�� ;/��f]��sf/�� . 
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!_	 afOan jf jrg g}�� ;jf]��{Qd xf]�� . jrgdf k|s6 ePcg';f/�� k/��d]��Zj/�� l;4 x'g'x'G5 . ! 
sf]��l/��GyL !$M##, æltdLx¿ kljq xf]��cf]�� h:��tf]�� d kljq 5' .Æ @_ d08nL cf/��fwsx¿sf]�� 
;d"bfo xf]�� . “To be church is to be the worshiping community making a normative 
response to the revelation of the triune God” ‘Theological Ecclesiology”. 

s_	d08nL k/��d]��Zj/��sf]�� /��fHosf]�� lsNnf jf rf}��sL xf]��M “we gather as ambassadors, 
not consumers. The goal of a worship service (liturgy) is not to entertain or to 
provide an inspiring experience. It is to honor our king and make him known”. 
xfdLn]�� d08nLnfO{ afOandf k|s6 ePcg';f/�� kl/��eflift ug{ cN5L u¥of}��+ eg]�� 
xfdL ln6hL{ l;h{gf ug /�� o;sf nflu cWoog ug{ klg cN5L ub{5f}��+ . oxfF d 
csf]��{ egfOnfO{ pb\w[t ug{ rfxG5' “We do not go to church merely as an event 
to attend, we are more likely to slip into a self-centered mindset. We��’ll rate a 
service based on how it served us.”

v_ d08nL Ps l;4 dlGb/�� xf]��M o;sf]�� cy{ of]�� bf]��xf]��/��f]�� dfldnf /�� ;/��f]��sf/��sf]�� ljifo xf]��M 
k/��d]��Zj/�� /�� dflg;x¿ tk{m . d08nLdf xfdL k/��d]��Zj/�� /�� Ps csf{;Fu ;+ult ub{5f}��+ .  
d08nL ejgeGbf klg k/��d]��Zj/��sf]�� dflg;x¿sf]�� e]��nf ePsf]�� x'gfn]�� xfdLn]�� tof/��L 
ug]��{ ln6hL{ JolQmut ;do, rfxgfeGbf dfly p7]��/�� tof/�� ug'{kb{5 . 

u_	d08nL v|Li6sf]�� z/��L/�� xf]��M o;sf]�� cy{ d08nLsf]�� cf/��fwgf ;]��jf Ps csf{sf]�� lxt 
“edification” or “build up” Ps csf{sf]�� enfOsf]�� nflu Wofg lbP/�� tof/�� kfg{' kb{5 . 
æ;ls|o ;xefuLtfÆ s/��f/��sf]�� k|s[lt g}�� To:��tf]�� 5 ls k/��d]��Zj/�� af]��Ng'x'G5 clg xfdL 
k|ltls|of hgfpF5f}��+ . 

@_	 dflg; kfkn]�� u|l;t 5 M /��f]��dL #M!), @# kbx¿ . xfdLn]�� agfPsf]�� ln6hL{ d[t ln6hL{ 
klg aGg ;S5 . cf/��fwgf s]��jn dflg;x¿sf]�� tk{maf6sf]�� k|:��t'lt jf k|ltls|of dfq 
xf]��Og t/�� of]�� k/��d]��Zj/��nfO{ r9fOg]�� pTs[i6 alnbfg xf]�� .

#_	 ;';dfrf/�� dfq Ps dfkb08 xf]�� M afOan, Oltxf; /�� cfw'lgs ;+:��s[lt lar ;Gt'ng . 
“Christian worship is a “representation” of the gospel” Says Bryan Chapell 

tof/��Lsf Jofjxfl/��s r/��0fx¿ s]�� s]�� x'g\ < 
cg'u|x cltly;Tsf/��sf]�� d'xfg xf]�� . 
k/��d]��Zj/�� af]��Ng'x'G5M 
k/��d]��Zj/�� xfdL;Fu x'g cfpg' ePsf]�� 5M 
o]��z" v|Li6df xfdLn]�� k/��d]��Zj/��nfO{ b]��v]��sf 5f}��+M ca xfdLn]�� Pp6f cg'u|xdfly csf]��{ cg'u|x 
kfPsf 5f}��+ . 
o"xGgf !M#, !$ /�� !*
“Worship cannot be done in the abstract; actual forms are needed to express our praise 
and adoration of God and by which we offer our prayer and thanksgiving” cf/��fwgfnfO{ 
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xfd|f] k|ltpQ/��sf]�� ¿kdf kl/��eflift ubf{, xfd|f]�� k|ltpQ/�� s'g}�� g s'g}�� qmd jf cfsf/��df jf 
;+/��lrt x'G5 . o;n]�� ;fd"lxs cf/��fwgfdf ln6hL{sf]�� ckl/��xfo{tfnfO{ hgfpF5 /�� tof/��Lsf 
Jofjxfl/��s r/��0fx¿ dxTjk"0f{ k|sf/��n]�� kfngf ug{ klg pT;fx lbFb5 . csf]��{ egfOnfO{ d 
oxfF pb\w[t ug{ rfxG5' . “John Calvin stressed that what we do in a worship service 
is not neutral. The elements of worship either teach us about the God who is there, 
or about a god that we have re made in our own image” Says Matt Merker. ;fd"lxs 
cf/��fwgf ;]��jf ljleGg k|sf/��sf tTjx¿ ldn]��/�� ag]��sf]�� x'G5 . tL tTjx¿n]�� k/��d]��Zj/��, 
dflg;x¿ /�� ;+;f/��sf af/��]��df s]��xL g s]��xL s'/��f l;sfO/��x]��sf x'G5g\ . slt k6s l;WbfGtx¿ 
jf lzIffx¿, r]��nfkgsf]�� rqm, ljZjf;sf]�� ;f/��, bz{g d"NodfGotfx¿ klg . To;sf/��0f 
xfdLn]�� ;fd"lxs cf/��fwgfsf]�� nflu tof/�� kfg]��{ ln6hL{ jf cf/��fwgf tflnsfn]�� s:��tf]�� ;Gb]��z 
jf lzIffx¿ k|jfx ub{5g tL s'/��fx¿df ;+j]��bgzLn x'g' h¿/��L b]��lvG5 .

!_ v|Lli6ofg Sofn]��08/��sf]�� cWoog /�� k|of]��u 

“Christ��’s life, death, resurrection, ascension, Pentecost Parousia” 

@_ ;fKtflxs tof/��Lsf r/��0fx¿M 
s_	kf:��6/��, -k|rf/��, k|rf/��s_ ;+uLlts e'm08df /��x]��sf cu'jfx¿, cGo ;d"xsf]�� e]��6 /�� k|fy{gf 
v_	d08nLn]�� yfxkfPsf]�� lrg]��sf]�� jf pknAw ePsf]�� cu'jfkg 
u_	;fdfGo, ;/��n jf ;lhn}�� a'em\g ;lsg]�� 
3_	JofVofTds k|rf/�� 

#_	 v|Li6 s]��lGb|t cf/��fwgf ;]��jf jf ln6hL{ 

cltly ;Tsf/�� eg]��sf]�� s]�� xf]�� t <
;fdfGo a'emfOdf cltlysf]�� ;]��jf g}�� cltly ;Tsf/�� xf]�� . v|Li6 s]��lGb|t jf ;';dfrf/�� s]��lGb|t 
ln6hL{ eg]��sf]�� cfltYon]�� el/��Psf]�� ln6hL{ xf]�� . k[YjL /�� o;df ePsf h]�� hlt 5g\ tL ;a}�� g}�� 
k/��dk|e' k/��d]��Zj/��sf x'g\ -ehg @$M!_ . o]z"n]�� eGg'eof]��, ælktf /�� d Ps}�� xf}��+ .Æ of]�� ;+;f/�� 
jf a|ßf08 pxfFn]�� xfdLnfO{ s]��xL ;do /��xgsf lglDt k|aGw ul/��lbg'ePsf]�� xf]�� . Tof]�� klg 
o]��z"n]�� pxfFsf]�� 3/��df jf pxfFsf]�� cfˆg}�� vr{df . o;nfO{ d}��n]�� “Gospel Hospitality” eg]��sf]�� 
5' . ha xfdL ;fd"lxs cf/��fwgfdf e]��nf x'G5f}��+ ta lktf, k'q /�� kljq cfTdfsf]�� :��yfg /�� 
;dodf pxfFx¿sf]�� 6]��an jl/��kl/�� x'G5f}��+ . o;y{ xfd|f]�� e]��nfx¿ jf ;fd"lxs cf/��fwgf cltly 
;Tsf/��n]�� el/��g' ckl/��xfo{ 5 . xfdL sxfFaf6 ;'¿ u5f}��+ t < v|Li6 s]��lGb|t ln6hL{nfO{ xfdLn]�� 
;';dfrf/��sf]�� 36gfqmdx¿af6 x]��bf{ xfd|f]�� ln6hL{df ;dfj]��z ePsf s'/��fx¿n]�� ;';dfrf/��sf]�� 
36gfx¿nfO{ b]��vfPsf]�� x'g'k5{ .

klxnf]�� 36gf jf ;';dfrf/�� xf]��, ;[li6 . k/��d]��Zj/��n]�� cflbdf cfsfz /�� k[YjL l;h{gf ug'{eof]�� . 
agfOPsf ;a}�� s'/��fx¿ x]��/��]��/�� pxfFn]�� eGg'eof]�� ætL ;a}�� s'/��f c;n lyPÆ pTklQ !M#! . pxfFn]�� 
/��rgf ug'{eof]�� jf hLjg cl:��tTjdf Nofpg'eof]�� . k/��d]��Zj/��n]�� lgodx¿ /��flvlbg'eof]�� . 
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;[li6sf]�� 36gfnfO{ x]��bf{ xfdL yfxf u5f}��+ ls k/��d]��Zj/�� dxfg\ x'g'x'G5 . ehgsf/��n]�� o;/��L 
eg]��sf 5g\, æk/��dk|e' dxfg\ x'g'x'G5 /�� k|z+;fsf]�� clt of]��Uo /�� pxfFsf]�� dxfgtf cud 5Æ 
ehg !$%M# . xfd|f]�� ln6hL{x¿df k/��d]��Zj/��sf]�� dxfgtf k|s6 x'g' cfltYok"0f{ ln6hL{ algFb}�� 
hfg' xf]�� . xfdLn]�� of]�� ln6hL{df afOansf]�� kf7x¿, uLtx¿ /�� cGo lqmofsnfkx¿nfO{ 
5gf]��6 ug{ ;S5f}��+ . 

bf]��;|f]�� 36gf xf]��, ktg . klxnf]�� dflg;sf]�� cgf1fsf/��Ltfn]�� ;[li6df kfk NofPsf]�� 5 /�� kfkn]�� 
ktg NofPsf]�� 5 . ;[li6nufot dflg; klg kfkn]�� ktg ePsf]�� 5 . afOan O{Zj/��zf:��qn]�� 
o;/��L atfPsf]�� 5 æwdL{ sf]��xL 5}��g, Ps hgf klg 5}��gÆ -/��f]��dL #M@#_ . ælsgls ;a}��n]�� kfk 
u/��]��sf 5g\ /�� k/��d]��Zj/��sf]�� dlxdf;Dd k'Ugaf6 r's]��sf 5g\Æ -/��f]��dL #M@#_ . xfd|f]�� ln6hL{x¿df 
sGkm]��;gsf]�� efu x'g' jf xfd|f]�� kfksf]�� r]��tgf x'g' h?/��L 5 .

t]��;|f]�� 36gf xf]��, p4f/��sf]�� k|lt1f . k/��d]��Zj/��n]�� xfdLnfO{ p4f/�� lbg]�� k|lt1f ug'{ePsf]�� 5 . 
of]�� p4f/��sf]�� k|lt1f k'/��fgf]�� lgodsf]�� ;Dk"0f{ 36gfS|mdx¿ x'Fb}�� gofF lgoddf o]��z" v|Li6df 
cfP/�� pxfFsf]�� d[To', k'g?Tyfg /�� :��juf{/��f]��x0fdf k"/��f ePsf]�� 5 . xfd|f]�� ln6hL{x¿df Ifdf tyf 
s[t1tf k|s6 x'g]�� O{Zj/��zf:��q kf7, uLt /�� k|fy{gfx¿ ;dfj]��z x'g' cfjZos x'G5 . 

rf}��yf]�� 36gf xf]��, gjLs/��0f . clxn]�� o]��z" v|Li6n]�� lktfsf]�� bflxg]�� xftaf6 ;[li6dfly zf;g 
ub}��{ x'g'x'G5 . pxfFsf]�� cwLgtfsf]�� cy{ ;a}�� s'/��fx¿ gofF x'Fb}��5g\ . xfd|f]�� uLt, jrg k|rf/�� /�� 
O{Zj/��zf:��q kf7x¿df xfdLn]�� k|of]��u ug]��{ zAbx¿df of]�� ;+;f/��nfO{ xsf{g'eGbf v|Li6n]�� gofF 
agfpFb}�� x'g'x'G5 eGb}�� wGojfbsf cfr/��0fx¿ k|s6 ug'{ c;n xf]�� . 

kfFrf}��F 36gf, v|Li6sf]�� bf]��;|f]�� cfudg . o]z"n]�� eGg'eof]�� ælgZro, d rfF8}�� cfpFb}��5'Æ -k|sfz 
@@M@)_ . o]��z" k]��ml/�� cfpg' x'g]��5 . pxfFsf]�� bf]��;|f]�� cfudg rflxF d08nLsf]�� eljio /�� cfzf 
xf]�� . xfd|f uLt tyf ehgx¿, k|fy{gfsf zAbnufot cGo s[ofsnfkx¿df s;/��L cfzf 
k|s6 ug]��{ egL Wofg lbg' h?/��L x'G5 .

d08nLsf]�� ln6hL{n]�� oL kfFr j6f 36gfx¿nfO{ k|s6 ug'{ g}�� ;';dfrf/�� jf v|Li6 s]��lGb|t 
ln6hL{sf]�� lgdf0f{ x'g' xf]�� h'g g]��kfnL d08nLsf cf/��fwgfdf vfFrf]�� 5 . l/��kmD8{ cf/��fwgfsf]�� 
k/��Dk/��fdf cfltYok"0f{ cf/��fwgf ln6hL{sf]�� gd'gfdf jrg s]��lGb|t wfld{s ljlwx¿ -k|e'ef]��hsf]�� 
6]��an /�� alKtidf_ sf]�� cEof; x'g]�� ub{5 . g]��kfnsf]�� clwsf+z d08nLx¿df alKtidf Ps 
5'6\6}�� sfo{qmdsf]�� ¿kdf cf/��fwgf tflnsfeGbf aflx/�� x'g]�� ub{5 . oL ljifox¿df d08nLn]�� 
k'glj{rf/�� ug'{ dfq xf]��Og t/�� kl/��jt{gnfO{ cEof; ug'{ h¿/��L b]��lvG5 . clg dfq g]��kfnL  
d08nLx¿df Ps cfltYok"0f{ ln6hL{ :��yflkt x'G5 . oxL g}�� cf/��fwgf ;]�jfdf gjLgtf xf]� . 
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cf/fwgfn] k/d]Zj/nfO{ ck{0f ul/Psf] >4fk"0f{ elQm, k|z+;f / pkf;gfdo ;]jf tyf 
sfo{x¿nfO{ a'emfpF5 -o"xGgf $M@#–@$_ . o;df k|]d, s[t1tf / O{Zj/k|lt cleJoQm ug]{ 
;dk{0fsf s'/fx¿ ;dfj]z x'g'kb{5 . O;fO{ cf/fwgfdf elQmk"0f{ ehg–uLt, k|fy{gf, jrg 
k|rf/ / k|e'ef]h / alKt:dfh:tf kljq ljlwx¿ ;fd]n 5g\ -k|]l/t @M$!–$@_ . ;/n 
¿kdf eGg'kbf{, cf/fwgf k/d]Zj/sf] of]UotfnfO{ cfb/ ug{' xf] –oBlk cf/fwgf Toltdf 
dfq ;Lldt x'Fb}g . cf/fwgfdf dflg;sf] vfFrf] / k/d]Zj/sf] cg'u|xdf ;r]t k|ltlqmof 
h:tf k/d]Zj/ s]lG›t cjwf/0ffx¿ / k/d]Zj/af6 ldnfk / rËfOh:tf dxŒjk"0f{ 
ljifox¿ klg ;fd]n x'G5g\ . jf:tjdf cf/fwgf k/d]Zj/sf] cfXjfgsf] k|ltlqmof xf] . 
Psftk{m k/d]Zj/n] dflg;x¿nfO{ cflzif\ lbg cfXjfg ug{'x'G5 eg] csf]{tk{m dflg;x¿ 
ljZjf;;fy pxfFsf] cfXjfgnfO{ :jLsf/ ub}{ pxfFsf] cl3 cfPsf] rfxg'x'G5 .  

l;4fGtn] cf/fwgfnfO{ h:tf] aGg'kg]{ xf] To:t} aGgnfO{ cfsf/ lbG5 / o;sf] ul/dfnfO{ 
cem ;zQm agfpF5 . ;}4flGts 1fgn] cf/fwgf ;]jfx¿sf] d'Vo p2]Zo, ;fdu|L / ;+/rgf 
lgwf{/0fdf 7"nf] e"ldsf v]ln/x]sf] x'G5 . cf/fwgfdf k/d]Z‍j/sf] cl3 lhDd]jf/;fy s;/L 
k|:t't x'g] eg]/ klg l;4fGtn] g} lgwf{/0f ul//x]sf] x'Fb5 . cf/fwgf ;d'bfosf] wfld{s 
ljZjf;sf] d"t{ cleJolQm xf] -sn:;L #M!^_ . l;4fGtn] wfld{s lzIff / wd{zf:qLo 
;TotfnfO{ ;d]6]sf] x'g'kb{5 . l;4fGtx¿n] cfjZos kg]{ afOanLo lzIff / O{Zj/zf:qLo 
cjwf/0ffx¿ JoQm ub{5g\ h;n] k/d]Zj/, d'lQm / O;fO{ hLjgnfO{ dfu{bz{g ub{5g\ .  
l;4fGtx¿ k/d]Zj/, jrg, dflg;, kfk, v|Li6, p4f/, Gofo / :ju{ cflb x'g ;S5g\ .  
cf/fwgfsf] ;DaGwdf, l;4fGt cf/fwgfdf ul/g] cEof;, lqmofsnfkx¿, efiffz}nL 
cflbsf] d"NofÍg / o;nfO{ k"0f{ ¿kdf kl/eflift ug]{ k|lqmofx¿ ;dfj]z x'G5 . cyf{t 
cf/fwgfsf] cEof;n] xfd|f] ;}4flGts b[li6sf]0f k|ltljlDat u5{ . cf/fwgfsf] cEof; ;w}F 
wd{zf:qLo l;4fGtx¿sf] cl3 x'G5 . 

xfd|f] cf/fwgfsf] efiff z}nLx¿af6 g} l;4fGtx¿sf] lgdf{0f k|lqmof -9fFrfx¿_ ;'¿ x'Fb5g\ .  
o;}n] cf/fwgfsf] cEof;nfO{ ;}4flGts cWoogsf] lglDt k"j{;t{ dflgG5 . jf:tjdf 
k|fylds l;4fGt rflxF cf/fwgf cEof;dflysf] lrGtg, dgg / JofVof xf] eGbf cTo'lQm 
gxf]nf .  ;fFrf] eGg'kbf{ cf/fwgf g} wfld{s l;4fGtsf] cleJolQm xf] . Psftk{m ;d'bfosf] 
ljZjf; lzIffx¿n] jf l;4fGtn] cf/fwgf ug]{ tl/sfnfO{ cfsf/ lbG5 eg] csf]{tk{m 
JolQmsf] cf/fwgf cEof; jf z}nLn] p;n] cjnDag ug]{ l;4fGtnfO{ JoQm ul//x]sf] x'G5 
-/f]dL !@M!–@_ . s;}n] eg]sf 5g, ædnfO{ JolQmsf] cf/fwgf z}nL b]vfOb]pm, d p;sf] 

cf/fwgf cEof; / ;}4flGts lzIff 
lar cGt/;DaGw

  kf:6/ cldt sfy{s
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;}4flGts ljZjf; b]vfOlbG5' .Æ  cf/fwgf cEof; / l;4fGt larsf] of] cGt/;DaGwn] 
d08nL / ljZjf;Lx¿sf]  hLjgdf dxŒjk"0f{ k|efj kfb{5 . oL b'j} O;fO{ ljZjf;sf 
cfwf/e"t :tDex¿ x'g\ / logLx¿ aLrsf] ;DaGw, ljZjf;sf] cEof; / dfu{bz{g ug]{ 
d"n l;4fGtx¿ a'‰gnfO{ cfjZos x'G5 . of] ;DaGwsf] cWoog l;nl;nfdf, cf/fwgf 
/ l;4fGtx¿ O;fO{ kljq ljlwx¿sf ;Gbe{df s;/L hf]l8Psf 5g\ eg]/ lj:t[t ¿kdf 
cGj]if0f ug{'kg]{ cfjZostf vl8\s/x]sf] 5 . 

xfd|f] cf/fwgfnfO{ klg ;d'bfosf] ljZjf; / ljleGg ;Dk|bfodf cEof; ul/g] ;fDk|bflos 
lzIffx¿n] ulx/f] ¿kdf k|efljt t'NofO/x]sf] x'G5 . ljZjf;Lx¿sf] cf/fwgf ug]{ tl/sfn] 
k/d]Zj/sf] k|s[lt, pxfFsf u'0fx¿ / dfgjtf;Fusf] pxfFsf] ;DaGwsf] a'emfOnfO{ emNsfpFb5 
-sn:;L #M!^_ . ljZjf;Lx¿ lgoldt ¿kdf cf/fwgfdf ;+nUg x'Fbf, ltgLx¿sf] ;}4flGts 
ljZjf; / wd{zf:qLo ;dem alnof] x'G5 . k|fy{gf, uLt / ;]jfsf] ljlwdfk{mt d'Vo 
wd{zf:qLo cjwf/0ffx¿sf] k'g/fj[lQn] cf/fwsx¿sf] b[li6sf]0f / Åbosf] ljrf/x¿df 
;}4flGts ljZjf;sf] dxŒjnfO{ cem alnof] agfpF5 . cf/fwgfåf/f, ljZjf;Lx¿ 
k/d]Zj/sf ;Gtfgsf] ¿kdf kl/lrt x'G5g\, v|Li6åf/f k|fKt p4f/sf] dxŒjnfO{ yfxf 
ub{5g\ / afOanLo l;4fGtcg';f/ lhpg] af]nfj6 kfpFb5g\ .

cf/fwgf / l;4fGt larsf] ;DaGwn] d08nL ;d'bfo / o;sf JolQmut ;b:ox¿sf] 
hLjgdf dxŒjk"0f{ k|efj kfl//x]sf] x'Fb5 . afOanLo ;Totfdf cfwfl/t hLjGt / :j:y 
cf/fwgfdo hLjgn] ljZjf;Lx¿sf] cflTds hLjgdf cfWoflTds r]tgf j[l4 u/fpFb5 
/ k/d]Zj/sf] rl/q / p2]Zosf] ulx/f] ;demnfO{ a9jf lbG5 . afOansf lzIffx¿nfO{ 
;xL ¿kdf k|ltljlDat ug]{ cf/fwgfn] ljZjf;Lx¿sf lardf Ps dha't Pstfsf] efjgf 
pTkGg ub{5, lsgeg] ltgLx¿n] ;fd"lxs ¿kdf cfˆgf] ;femf ljZjf; JoQm u5{g\ . 
;fy} cf/fwgf / l;4fGt larsf] ;DaGwljR5]bn] wd{zf:qLo e|d, dgtftf] cflTdskg / 
;Defljt ¿kdf ;d'bfodf ljefhg;Dd Nofpg ;S5 -lxa|" !)M@$–@%_ .

O;fO{ ljZjf;df cf/fwgf / l;4fGt larsf] cljefHo ;DaGwn] xfd|f] cf/fwgf 
cEof;x¿nfO{ afOanLo ;Totf;Fu klª\Qma4 ug]{ dxŒjnfO{ k|sfz kfb{5 . cf/fwgf 
O;fO{ ;d'bfosf] d"n ljZjf;nfO{ dgfpg] / d"t{ ¿k lbg], wfld{s ljZjf;nfO{ ;'b[9 kfg]{ 
/ cfWoflTds ofqfdf dfu{lgb]{zg ug]{ dfWod aGb5 . of] ulx/f] ;DaGwsf] klxrfg Ps 
hLjGt / km:6fpFb} u/]sf] d08nL ;d'bfonfO{ a9fjf lbgsf] nflu dxŒjk"0f{ x'G5 hxfF 
cf/fwgf ;a} ;b:ox¿sf] nflu Ps kl/jt{gsf/L / Pstfa4 cg'ej aGghfG5 .

k|f/lDes O;fO{ cf/fwgf cEof;x¿n] O;fO{ cf/fwgfsf] ;]jfdf Ps cfFvL‰ofn k|bfg 
ub{5 h;n] ;dsfnLg cf/fwgfnfO{ ;';"lrt ug{ / ;d[4 agfpg ax'd"No cGt/b[li6 
k|bfg ub{5 . k|f/lDes O;fO{ cf/fwgfsf ljz]iftfx¿ hfFr]/ / xfd|f] ;do / ;fGbe{df 
k|ltljlDat ubf{, xfdL cf/fwgfsf] d"n tŒjx¿nfO{ cem /fd|f];Fu a'‰g ;S5f}+ / o;nfO{ 
cfw'lgs O;fO{ ;d'bfosf] cfjZostfx¿ k"/f ug{ -ckgfpg ;S5f}+_ ;S5f}+ .
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Sometimes two spheres of our life can feel like they are in an adversarial 
relationship— “worship” & “work.”  “Weekly worship” begins to feel like medicine 
that keeps us from perishing in the daily grind and boredom that we call “daily 
work.”  But is “worship” merely a mechanism for coping with a completely different 
sphere of life that we call “work”?  

The current issue of Restorers explores how “worship” transforms the lives of 
God’s people.  We focus on weekly worship’s transformative power on the sphere 
of life we call “work.”  A main purpose of weekly worship is to prepare us to return 
with joy and purpose to our primary worship—weekday work.

The article has three movements. (I) We will explore a three-letter Hebrew root 
 toward examining an Old Testament belief, inseparable union between [בעד]
“worship” and “work.”  (II) We will examine how the Hebrew root is used in a 
primary text: The Moses (Aaron)-Pharaoh Narrative (Exodus 6:28-12:32). (III) 
We will use lexical and textual discoveries toward making four applications. 
We believe that these applications flow naturally from the text, and that they 
can guide “worship services” toward their ultimate purpose.  Worship services 
prepare God’s people for purposeful return to the daily “service of worship.”  

(I)  The lexical subject of our paper is a three-letter, Hebrew root [בעד].  A whole 
network of related words form on these three Hebrew letters.1

To summarize the meaning of the root in its primary verbal form: [בָעַד]2

“ato work, to serve; bto worship”	  

THE PROMISE OF THE WORSHIP DAY -

TRANSFORMATION OF  
OUR DAILY WORSHIP

  Rev. Milan Tamang

1	 Most Hebrew words are formed from a three-letter root.  Nuances to the root meaning (eg. nominal, verbal, 

adjectival, etc.) are indicated the addition of prefixes, suffixes or—since the introduction of the Massoretic 

System—various vowel pointings. 
2	 Fra ncis Brown, Samuel Rolles Driver, and Charles Augustus Briggs, Enhanced Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and 

English Lexicon (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1977), 712.
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The Hebrew thought world sees a deep continuity between “work” and “worship.”  
Consequently, to properly articulate the root in verbal form, we believe it 
appropriate articulate the verb’s English meaning with a hyphen: “to serve—to 
worship”.  

Or to clarify this surprising concept another way.  Where most of the world’s 
languages make a significant distinction between what is considered two spheres 
of life—

Nepali:	 æcf/fwgf ug{Æ	 æsfd ug{Æ
English:  	 “to worship” 	 “to work”
Spanish:	“adorar” 	 “trabahar”
Korean:	 “예 배 하 다” 	 “일 하 다”
--the Hebrew language sees a single, unified action.  So then, “to worship-to 
serve” are two strands composing one thread.

Consider similar conclusions with an examination of the nominal form: [עֶ֫בֶד]3

“aservant, slave; b a subject under a chief; ca worshipper”

If the verbal form connotes “to worship—to serve,” this nominal form emphasizes 
relationship, the subordinate as contrasted to the superior.  The word expresses 
relationship in view of the economic, legal, political, religious spheres, or a 
combination of them.  The word then, implies to whom the subordinate’s “labor—
worship” belongs, whether they function as member of a community (ie. clan, 
family) or personally.4

(II) Consider the “Moses(Aaron)-Pharoah Narrative” (Exodus 6:28-12:32) toward 
engaging in a more practical discussion. In this pericope’s action, the ‘Ten 
Plagues’ are front and center. But theologically, the main concern is a matter 
of “worship”  (verbal- עָבַד)5. To whom does Israel belong and to whom she 
shall render her life as “servant” (nominal- עֶ֫בֶד)? 

The key refrain throughout the narrative is—
HEBREW:	6

ENGLISH: 	“Thus says the Lord, let my people go
	 so that they might worship me in the wilderness.”  (Exodus 8:20-NIV)

3	 Ibid, 713–714.
4	 Among other key forms of this word, we should also consider the nominal form 

י וְיַ  חכֹה אָמַר יְהוָה שַלַ  יעַבְד  עַמִּ נִּ  

 Close examination will  . [עֲבֹדָה]

elicit similar results.  One will find a unity and overlap between concepts rendered in English “work, worship, 

service”.  (Cf. BDB)
5	 For the key use of ַעבָד in the narrative, cf: 3:12, 4:23, 7:16, 8:1,20; 9:1,13; 10:3,7,8,11,24,26; 12:31
6	 Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia: With Westminster Hebrew Morphology. (Stuttgart; Glenside PA: German Bible 

Society; Westminster Seminary, 1995), Ex 8:16.
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The matter of “Who” Israel should “worship—serve” is resolved narratively, 
through the drama of ‘The Ten Plagues’.  The drama builds through the main 
dialog:  (a) Moses(Aaron)—“The Demand” (above)  (b) Pharoah—“A Response”.  
The story follows Egypt’s “man-god”(Pharoah) as he slowly loses confidence in 
view of The LORD’s mighty signs and wonders—
“…go to offer sacrifices…but you must not go very far.” 	 (8:28)
“Go worship…but”   …not the women and children		  (10:8) 
“Go worship…only leave your flocks and herds behind.”	 (10:24)

Unconditional release is granted only after Pharoah’s “hard heart” is broken for 
good, in the most tragic of the plagues—the death of all the Egyptian’s first-
born.  To prevent any greater destruction of his nation, a fearful, angry Pharaoh 
demands—   

“Up! Leave my people…Go worship…!”			   (12:31)

The matter of “What” Israel’s “worship—service” means is resolved at Mt. Sinai 
(Ex 20:1-21).7 The LORD writes The Decalog with His finger on two tablets.  Ten 
Commandments serve as charter for Israel’s new life.  The Ten Principles are not 
merely elements for a once-per-week liturgy, they are the foundations for Israel’s 
daily “worship—service.”

(III)	The theme of this current journal volume is “Unveiling the Transformative Essence 
of Worship.”  We now summarize the transformative essence of “worship”(ie. the 
weekly worship service) in it’s impact on our everyday “work/service.”  Consider our 
conclusions in four phrases that flow from our grammatical and textual work above.  

A MATTER of WHAT:  The Hebrew root [עבד] urges one to see “worship--service” 
and being “worshipper--servant” as a unified whole.  The call for Israel to change 
her allegiance from Pharaoh to The LORD meant a transformation of every hour 
of the week and every minute of the day.  The point of contemporary worship is 
the same.  In view of mixed alliances, The LORD’s people must be reminded 
of His claim over all areas of life (ie. The Decalog). Though in view of Christ’s 
coming, God’s people must disciple where Moses(Aaron) left off.  

A MATTER of WHO:  In the narrative, the main issue of [עבד] is to whom Israel (ie. 
their clan, family) should serve.  Pharoah (“The Culture of Unbelief”) aggressively 
claims ownership of Israel’s service.  Moses(Aaron) proclaim a “New Kingdom” 
under the rule of “The True Sovereign.”  Today, worship should prepare people for 
their daily life in all spheres of life with the same question.  Will it be “The LORD’s 
Kingdom” or “The Kingdom of this World”?

7	 Here may be as good time to remember The LORD’s prophetic word to Moses during his ordination at the burning 

bush—  “When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship…on the mountain.” (Ex 3:12b)
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A MATTER of WHEN: At Mt. Sinai, Israel began their one-time gathering by 
reflecting on and rejoice in the nation’s deliverance.  Yet, the high point at Mt. 
Sinai was Moses’ receiving and transmitting The Decalog (Ten Commandments), 
the call to an entire life of service.  In the same way today, God’s people gather 
weekly to remember their salvation and celebrate (ie. “Worship Service”).  Yet, the 
point of the service is to move people confidently back into the world for everyday 
“worship-service” (ie. Service of Worship”). As worship leaders or congregation 
members, the equipping for everyday is our high aim.

A MATTER of WHERE:  The Decalog invites Israel into shalom-filled living in her 
daily engagements with unbelieving ANE neighbors. In the same way, our calling 
apart on “The Festive Day” has one purpose—singing, praying, reading and 
teaching that fosters joyful return to “regular, everyday work” as a “Holy People” 
among and unbelieving world.8

Reformed Presbyterian Seminary has a high calling.  We are raising up pastors, 
worship planners and interns who will invite the congregation into God’s grand 
story and His claims over everyday.  The calling is to prepare for ‘The Worship’ 
beyond the 2-3 hours on “The Worship Day.”  The Story moves us from the old 
narrative—Pharaohs (“Culture in Rebellion”) demanding self-glorifying service 
toward increased misery of those around.  Rather, it’s a new narrative—The 
LORD ( “The Holy City,” a “New Kingdom”) inviting people into regular, everyday 
life through His son, toward joyful service with other in all areas of life.
Hear the lovely words of The LORD’s Messiah, 
“…no longer slaves.  I call you friends” (Jn 15:15).  
Of our cross-purchased new relationship, we are told 
“…my yoke is easy, my burden is light.” (Mt 11:28-30)

Sometimes spiritual lives feel like out-of-breath living toward next week’s “weekly 
retreat.”  Nevertheless, there is a God-Centered kind of worship that sends The 
LORD’s people with clarity and expectation into the “worship-service” of every 
day.  Let’s promote together, The LORD’s everyday “worship” spaces— fields & 
kitchens, classrooms & offices.  May we go out with joy, armed with His everyday 
worship tools—phones & shovels, pencils & pans.      

8	 A good way to move toward [עבד] “work-worship” is through a thorough familiarity with the Ten Commands 

(Ex 20, Dt 5) understood throughout their illustration and application in the various genres of The Old and 

New Testament.  These commands are not old or outmoded.  Especially as understood in the ministry of 

Christ, they are the patterns of His New Testament ministry and the fresh breeze of His Spirit from early 

church times until today.  Of course, the truest understanding of “worship-service” is not through mere 

precepts or principles, but The LORD’s living grace alive and well in His people, as foretastes of what will be 

fulfilled in His people on that Great Day.
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While thinking and talking about worship, what comes to our mind? What takes 
the central place in our thinking? For many, it is all about music (singing, playing 
musical instruments) and a worship leader/team encouraging us to worship God 
in a church service. For the most part, people have missed the primary object of 
worship, which is Jesus Christ, and have been focusing on secondary things, such 
as music and the worship team. The priesthood of Jesus Christ should greatly 
impact our understanding and practice of worship. Therefore, it is very important 
for all believers to learn about the priesthood of Jesus Christ. The theme of the 
priesthood can be seen throughout the Old and New Testaments. 

Jesus Christ, Our High Priest 

Hebrews 7:23-9:12 portrays Jesus Christ as High Priest. In the OT, there were 
many Levitical high priests, and their office was temporary. They themselves were 
sinners who had to offer sacrifices for their own sins. Thus, their sacrifices had to 
be made on a regular basis. They entered the holy places through a man-made 
tent and by means of the blood of goats and calves. In contrast, Jesus, as a high 
priest whose office is permanent and eternal, was holy and innocent. Because of 
this, he only had to offer sacrifices for others. He offered himself as the “once for 
all” sacrifice.      He entered the holy place of the presence of God by means of his 
own blood. The mosaic law was unable to make men perfect since a succession of 
sinful, mortal priests administered it. Jesus, however, is by God’s oath established 
forever as the holy priest/Son, thus permitting his followers to draw near to God on 
the basis of his person and work (Hebrews 7:11-28). Also, the new, better covenant 
based on Jesus’ eternal high priesthood comes with God’s oath and with Jesus 
as the guarantor, and thus it is superior to the Mosaic covenant.  Jesus, as a high 
priest, establishes a new covenant for us and sets us free from the bondage of the 
laws that a mortal could never fulfill. This is why we are no longer under the law 
and its worship practice, but we are under Christ, and we worship God through 
Christ. 

THE PRIESTHOOD OF  
JESUS CHRIST AND ITS

SIGNIFICANCE IN OUR WORSHIP
  Mr. Binod Magar
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Our Permanent access to God through Christ
In the Old Testament, God’s people took part in real worship. It was the real God 
they were worshipping, but this had to be done at a distance. Access was denied. 
Only priests were allowed to enter the Tabernacle, which was known as the “earthly 
place of holiness” (Hebrews 9:1-5). They went inside while other worshipers 
remained outside in the courtyard. However, once inside, the priests could enter 
the Holy Place, but not the Most Holy Place. The high priest could enter only once 
a year to offer sacrifices for the people and himself- he had to do so very carefully.  
But Jesus Christ has permanently solved this issue. Now, because of Jesus, we 
can confidently enter God’s presence. This access is not temporary, as in the Old 
Testament, but is permanent. 

We should always remember and be humbled that it is only through Christ that 
this access has been made possible and that our worship is accepted. Neither our 
arts, musical arrangements, gifts or talents take us into God’s presence nor make 
us acceptable before Him. It is only through Jesus Christ. This truth challenges us 
to correct one of our misunderstandings regarding the role of worship leaders in 
our church services in Nepal. We tend to think and say that worship leaders are 
the ones who take us to God’s presence. This is a completely unbiblical notion. 
Leaders’ musical roles and responsibilities should not be understood as a means 
for us to enter God’s presence. Bob Kauflin reminds us that the most important 
worship leader is Jesus. He reveals God to us and, through his perfect sacrifice, 
provided the only way into the Father’s presence (1 Timothy 2:5; Hebrews 10:19–
22). We can’t do what only Jesus does.  

Christ, the Perfect Mediator
The apostle Paul writes in 1 Timothy 2:5-6     that “there is one God, and there 
is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself 
as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time.” We have a 
perfect mediator who has enabled us to be rightly related to God. It is through the 
mediation of Christ that our sins are forgiven, and we receive His righteousness (2 
Cor. 5:21). The Holy Spirit who regenerates us is also the “Spirit of Christ” (Rom. 
8:9). Thus, we find salvation in and through the mediatorial work of Christ.  Christ 
is also our everlasting intercessor. Through Christ’s pleading, we obtain favor. 
Hence, confidence in prayer arises and peace for the godly conscience to rest 
securely upon God’s fatherly mercy. They are persuaded that whatever has been 
consecrated through the Mediator is pleasing to God.  It is only through Christ that 
our worship is acceptable. 
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An Eternal Inheritance
Hebrews 9:15 says, “Jesus is the mediator of a new covenant so that those who 
are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance.” This inheritance, won 
by Jesus, involves the forgiveness of sins. We were born under sin's dominion 
and were naturally children of death. We were unable to redeem ourselves on our 
own. Only Jesus Christ, who is holy, can deliver and cleanse us. This inheritance 
implies other benefits that flow naturally from our forgiveness. These benefits 
include our future resurrection, the new heaven and the new earth, and Jesus 
himself. What we are most looking forward to is being with Jesus eternally.  We are 
eternally secured in Christ. So, this truth gives us hope and confidence regarding 
our future and prompts us to worship God through the new identity which Christ 
has won for us. 

Vocation of Priesthood
In the Old Testament, the priesthood was restricted to the sons of Aaron (a kind 
of priestly aristocracy). But in Christ, the requirements and privileges of birth and 
lineage for the priesthood have been abolished. Just as humans were originally 
called to function as God’s priestly image bearers, so now the vocation of the 
priesthood (engaging in worship and mediating God’s presence to the world) is 
open to all.  It is only because of Christ’s purity and holiness that our reconciliation 
with God was made possible. Christ plays the priestly role, not only to render the 
Father propitious toward us by an eternal law of reconciliation but also to receive 
us as his companions in this great office (Rev. 1:6).  Deviation from this biblical 
truth has led churches in the past to return to Old Testament practices. During 
the medieval time of church history, the priest celebrated the mass at the high 
altar, and the lay people were spectators; the Reformers deliberately brought the 
action down from the chancel to the nave and ensured that the lay people were 
not merely spectators but participants.  A wrong understanding concerning the 
vocation of the priesthood could lead today’s churches back to the medieval era, 
where congregations were spectators who depended solely upon worship leaders 
for praise & worship. We should be careful to avoid such errors.      

Conclusion
After learning about the priesthood of Jesus Christ from the Bible, one must be 
humble and accept the truth that nothing except Christ gives us access to the 
presence of God. Also, we must remember that only through Christ is our worship 
of God acceptable. Our confidence in worship must come only from Jesus Christ 
and his finished works as a high priest. Though we are given the role of priesthood 
through Jesus Christ, we should always be careful not to deviate from Jesus Christ 
in our worship. Those who are responsible for leading music in churches must 
know this truth and view their ministry accordingly.
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Repentance with accountable change

n	 Repentance seeks to honestly see and name one’s wrongdoing, 
apologize, make amends, and cultivate new behaviors that create 
positive relational possibilities for the future.

n	 Confession is not wallowing in our badness, defining of ourselves as 
only a wrongdoer.

l	 Offense rumination promotes self-condemnation and does not 
promote accountable repentant change in relation to God and 
others.

l	 Humble and accountable repentance prompts Godly sorrow 
about one’s wrongdoing that leads to making relational repair.
;	 II Corinthians 7:10 Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to 

salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death.

Accountable forgiveness

n	 Forgiveness is a faith-filled response to relational injustice that reckons 
with the wrongdoing, relinquishes resentment and retaliation toward 
the person responsible for the hurtful transgression, and desires good 
transformation for that person.

n	 Thus, forgiveness resists both minimizing offenses and defining people 
in terms of their offenses.

n	 Empathy and compassion foster forgiveness—which flourishes best in 
contexts of safety and accountability.

n	 In addition, forgiveness—whether given or received—has beneficial 
side effects for emotions and our physiological stress responses.

ACCOUNTABLE 
REPENTANCE, FORGIVENESS, 

RECONCILIATION
  Charlotte Witvliet, PhD
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Steps that help people forgive

1)	 Truth-telling: the offender is a human being—a person first.
n	 acknowledge the “imago dei” – people are image bearers of God

2)	 Truth-telling: the offense was wrong and has harmful consequences.
n	 accountably acknowledged sin and the effects of brokenness

3)	 Transform: See the offense as evidence of that person’s need to change 
and grow.
n	 pray and work for redemptive transformation

4)	 Transform: Find even a small way to genuinely wish the offender well in 
being transformed.
n	 justice and mercy meet at the cross – both accountable repentant 

change and forgiveness important.

Research Outcomes (25 years of psychology studies comparing 
forgiveness to offense rumination)

n	 Reduced revenge, avoidance, anger, sadness

n	 Increased empathy, calm and positive emotion, more social orientation, 
forgiveness

n	 Calmer heart responses, calmer face muscles under eye and above the 
eyebrow

n	 Better sleep

Examples of offenses and good changes we can pray for and pursue

Offense (the wrongdoing): Transformation needed (what the person needs 
to develop):

n	 Lie	 n Honesty

n	 Gossip	 n Restraint, confidentiality

n	 Betrayal	 n Faithfulness

n	 Stealing	 n Honoring another’s belongings

n	 Abuse	 n Honoring another’s body and well-being

n	 Killing	 n Honoring another’s life
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Forgiving can be done by one person. Reconciliation takes two or more 
people.
Building a bridge of reconciliation between people -E.L. Worthington, Jr., 
Forgiving & Reconciling, 2003 IVP

Worship Findings

Worship Services: Study of us National Sample of Christian Adolescents

repent & change

feel God's forgiveness

feel able to forgive

% "very Aware" of this in Worship

100%80%60%40%20%0%

Very Aware

Confession and receiving forgiveness involved comples emotions 

with an emphasis on gratitude.

Was your spiritual transformation in worship related to a time of  
confession and receiving God's forgiveness?

Yes
73%
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Introduction

The sharing of wisdom is a common practice in many cultures Eastern and 
Western, Southern and Northern and is particularly suited for learning and 
sharing across cultures, generations, and centuries, both in oral and written 
forms. The sharing of wisdom comprises a significant strand of the biblical 
literature, including Proverbs and proverb-like Psalms, Jesus’ beatitudes and 
several Pauline exhortations. To share wisdom is to knit together the sinews 
of Christ’s body, the church. Sharing wisdom is, thus, a central practice for 
global Christian fellowships, like the World Communion of Reformed Churches 
(WCRC). When the wisdom that is shared is a faithful echo and appropriation of 
scriptural wisdom, a faithful testimony to the Word and “Wisdom of God” (1 Cor 
1.24), then this sharing of wisdom can be a sign of Pentecost, not Babel a gift of 
the Holy Spirit, “the Spirit of wisdom” (Eph 1.17). 

The purpose of this collection of proverbs about the practice of Christian worship 
is to build up the body of Christ for faithful service and ministry. This collection of 
proverbs is gathered by Reformed Christians. It is at once a catholic collection, 
reflecting participation in the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic church, and a 
particular collection, reflecting the unique history, theological convictions, and 
practices of Reformed communities worldwide. This document was drafted in 
response to mandates by both World Alliance of Reformed Churches (WARC) 
at its 2004 Assembly in Accra, Ghana, and the Reformed Ecumenical Council 
(REC) at its 2005 Assembly in Utrecht, the Netherlands, following a period of 
communication with member churches from both organizations. It was developed 
by the worship planning team for the 2010 WCRC Uniting General Council in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, USA, in consultation with pastors, teachers, and other 
leaders throughout the world, both within and outside of the Reformed tradition, 
and was refined by the Worship and Spiritual Renewal Section of the Uniting 
General Council. 

The document is designed to present a vision for worship and spiritual renewal in 
which we invite each other to deeper and more vital expression. It is not designed 
to impose a set of practices on member churches or to imply that worship in 
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member churches already embodies the fullness of this wisdom. The document 
is designed for several uses:

1. The document can be used within a given congregation or denomination 
to shape a conversation about the gifts, challenges, strengths and 
weaknesses of local practices. Those leading these conversations could pause 
after each proverb and ask “how has God gifted us to practice this wisdom?,” “in 
what ways is God calling us to embody this wisdom more faithfully?”, and “in what 
other ways would we express the wisdom of our practices related to this theme?” 
Each proverb is designed to elicit conversations that explore the connections 
between theological convictions and practices, conversations of testimony and 
spiritual discernment that are indispensable for fruitful ministry in any context. 

2. The document can shape a conversation between and among 
congregations, denominations, and believers from quite different cultural 
contexts. Those shaping these conversations could pause after each proverb 
and ask “how is God gifting each of us in our unique cultural contexts to practice 
this wisdom?” and “in what way might God be calling us to practice this more 
faithfully, particularly in light of what we learn from each other?”

3. The document is an invitation to collaborative in-depth study 
and further refinement. Each proverb is a summary of a field of research 
and Christian reflection, drawing upon work in Biblical exegesis, theological 
reflection, and historical scholarship. Each proverb could be fruitfully refined after 
continuing reflection in light of the challenges of faithful discipleship. Thus, this 
collection is not designed to be final or complete. It is designed to be open-ended: 
any member church or ecumenical partner can easily supplement this collection 
with its own materials. Future WCRC gatherings could also amend this collection 
by adding proverbs to respond to unique challenges that arise in the future.

The ultimate goal of all of these uses, however, is not simply to enhance 
conversations or to result in a better document. The ultimate goal is nothing less 
than to elicit, by the Spirit’s power, the faithful and grateful worship of the triune 
God. May God’s Spirit bless these words and all who wrestle with them so that 
the church of Christ may be strengthened.

Note: For this edition of the document, the terms ‘church,’ ‘congregation, and 
‘community’ are used interchangeably, reflecting the different uses of our member 
churches. The terms ‘blessed’ and ‘wise’ alternate throughout the document, 
with the term ‘blessed’ typically used to refer to blessings God gives when we 
follow biblical commands, and ‘wise’ for judgments that congregations make in 



 Restorers I 31

discerning God’s will. We anticipate further refinement of this usage, following 
responses from member churches.

1. A Called and Forgiven People: Assembling in Jesus’ Name

1.1 Called by the Triune God 
Blessed are the people of God who are deeply aware that they are both called by 
and address the triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects 
and cares for the church through Word and Spirit—1 a God of splendour and 
majesty perfectly revealed in Jesus Christ, the “image of the invisible God” (Col 
1.15).

Blessed is the community that gratefully acknowledges that the triune God not 
only receives our worship, but also makes our worship possible, prompting 
us through the Holy Spirit, and sanctifying our offerings through the perfect 
priesthood of Jesus Christ, who during his life on earth offered praise “to the 
Father,” “full of joy in the Holy Spirit” (Luke 10.21), and even now “ever lives to 
pray for us” (Heb 7.25).

Blessed is the congregation that insists that believers gather to worship God 
not first of all in order that God might bless them, but because God has already 
blessed them.

Blessed is the congregation that then discovers that God does indeed bless them 
as they worship the triune God who nourishes, teaches, convicts, and corrects 
them, and strengthens bonds that unite believers with Jesus Christ and with 
each other through the sanctifying actions of the proclamation of the word and 
corporate prayer, through baptism and the Lord’s Supper, through fellowship, 
offerings, and testimony.

1.2 Corporate Assembly, the Whole People of God 
Wise is the worshiping community that “does not neglect meeting together” (Heb 
10.25), but joyfully gathers in Jesus’ name, eager to proclaim the Word of God, 
to offer praise and prayer, and to celebrate the sacraments, each of which are 
actions of the whole people of God, “the royal priesthood” (1 Pet 2.9).

Blessed is the congregation that invites all worshipers  including those which 
our cultures may label in different ways as ‘disabled’ to full, conscious and active 
participation in corporate worship, engaging heart, soul, and mind in devotion 
to God, deeply aware of how their own personal worship participates in a much 
larger chorus of praise to God.
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Blessed is the congregation that expresses in its worship the communion in the 
body of Christ, the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, the oneness that is 
the gift and calling of God, that unites the young and old, and believers of every 
time and place who share a common calling by the Spirit of God in Jesus Christ.2

1.3 The Holy Spirit 
Wise is the worshiping community that recognizes how the Holy Spirit works 
through both reason and emotion, through both spiritual disciplines and surprising 
events, through both services that are prayerfully planned and through moments 
of spontaneous discovery.

Wise is the worshiping community that recognizes that the lasting value or 
spiritual power of worship does not depend upon our own creativity, imagination, 
intellect, or emotions, but comes from the Holy Spirit, who may choose to use any 
or all of these things. For truly, worship is a gift to receive, not an accomplishment 
to achieve.

1.4 Affirming and Resisting Culture 
Wise is the church that seeks to be “in” but not “of” the world, (John 15.19) 
resisting aspects of the culture that compromise the integrity of the gospel, and 
eagerly engaging its culture with the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ who 
comes to each culture, but is not bound by any culture.

Wise, then, is the church that is grateful that the gospel of Jesus is at once 
transcultural, contextual, cross-cultural, and counter-cultural.

1.5 The Goodness of the Redeemed Creation 
Wise is the congregation that makes clear that its worship participates in the song 
of praise that is offered by all creation. Wise is the congregation that celebrates 
worship as an embodied reality, grateful for the gestures and postures that 
express our praise and prayer, and the book, water, bread, and wine, that God 
ordains for our use the gifts of God for the people of God.

1.6 Leading God’s People 
Wise is the community that calls, trains, affirms, and responds to those gifted or 
leadership in all genders, ages, races, abilities providing formative training and 
mentorship for them in the theology and practices of worship. Wise are leaders 
in worship who equip all the members of the community for full, conscious, and 
active participation, (cf Vatican II) taking care to express hospitality to those who 
are not yet a part of Christ’s body, the church.

1.7 Artistic Expression 
Blessed is the congregation in which the Word is proclaimed and prayers and 
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praise are offered not only through words, but also through artistic expression: 
through gifts God has given to each local community in music and dance, in 
speech and silence, in visual art and architecture. Blessed are the artists who 
offer and discipline their gifts so God’s people may testify to the goodness of 
God, offer thanks and express repentance. Wise are artists who are grateful both 
for the limitations offered by the second commandment, and also for the example 
of the biblical artists called by God and equipped by God’s people for service 
according to God’s commands. (Ex 35.30ff) Wise is the church that gratefully 
receivesthe gifts of faithful songs and artworks from other centuries and other 
cultures, celebrating the catholicity of the church, and cultivating creativity 
through new songs and works for worship.

2. Joyfully Proclaiming God’s Word

2.1 Word and Spirit 
Blessed is the congregation in which the Word of God is proclaimed with 
conviction and joy surrounded by expectant prayers  and profound gratitude  for 
the Holy Spirit’s work  to illuminate the hearts and minds of God’s people. 

2.2 The Breadth of the Christ-Centered Word 
Wise is the congregation that nourishes believers with readings and sermons 
that engage the breadth and depth of God’s Word, Old Testament and New 
Testament, always proclaiming the fullness of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

2.3 Calling Forth Rest and Witness, Justice and Peace 
Blessed is the congregation in which the proclamation of God’s Word comforts 
those who mourn and confronts those who oppose God’s reign. Wise is the 
preacher who invites hearers to receive God’s lavish grace, to repent from sin 
and evil, to turn toward Christ, to proclaim peace, “to do justice, to love kindness 
and to walk humbly with God” (Mic 6.8).

2.4 Resisting Idolatry 
Wise is the congregation that proclaims the Word of God in ways that actively 
expose and resist both the idols that we are tempted to worship instead of 
God and also the idols of our distorted understandings of God. Blessed is the 
congregation that challenges these distortions by contemplating the person and 
work of Jesus Christ, “the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation 
of God’s being” (Heb 1.3). 

2.5 Credo: The Response of Faith 
Wise is the congregation in which the proclamation of the gospel is accepted as 
the word of God, which is at work in you who believe (1 Thes 2.13), leading to 
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both confession and praise, both repentance and a commitment to service, both 
compassion and a passion for justice, both personal and communal actions, both 
new obedience and profound gratitude. Blessed is the congregation that invites 
believers to testify to the goodness of God by expressing the faith of the church 
that transcends and forms our individual experiences and unites us with believers 
across cultures and centuries, and by testifying to the work of God in the life of 
the local community.

3. Responding to God in Prayer and Offerings

3.1 Praise and Gratitude
Blessed is the church that offers praise and thanksgiving (cf Ps 50.14, Heb 
13.15), not only extolling the beauty and glory of God, but also contemplating, 
reciting, and celebrating all that God has done throughout history.

Wise is the congregation that draws upon and learns from the Bible’s own 
narratively-shaped prayers of praise and thanksgiving (e.g Ps 136) as it gives 
form to its own prayer.

3.2 Praying in Jesus Name, Through the Spirit 
Blessed is the church that prays in Jesus’ name, acknowledging our union with 
our ascended and everpresent Lord. Blessed is the worshiping community that 
prays in and through the Holy Spirit, desiring the gifts of the Holy Spirit, and 
acknowledging that as we pray the Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness,

interceding for us according to the will of God (Rom 8.26-27), and resisting the 
“cosmic powers of this present darkness” (Eph 6.12).

3.3 Full Range of Human Experience
Wise is the church that, following the example of the Psalms, encourages honest 
and trusting prayers to God that express the full range of human experience the 
‘anatomy of the soul” spoken, sung or silent, danced, dramatized or visualized 
prayers of celebration and lament, trust and desperation, supplication and 
intercession, thanksgiving and confession, healing and hope. Blessed is the 
church that prays not only for its own needs, but also for the needs of the world 
that God so loves.

3.4 Gifts and Offerings
Wise is the church that gratefully practices the giving of gifts, time and talent, as 
an act of dedication and worship Wise is the church which affirms that all of life is 
lived in service to God and neighbor, and that believers are called to be stewards 
of every gift of God.
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4. Baptizing and Feasting
4.1 Jesus’ Commands to Baptize and Celebrate the Lord’s Supper 
Blessed is the church that faithfully obeys Jesus’ commands “to make disciples, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and teaching them 
to obey everything Jesus has commanded (Matt. 28:20) and to “eat and drink 
in remembrance of me,” (Luke 22.19-20) receiving these signs as occasions 
in which God works to nourish and sustain, comfort and challenge, teach and 
transform us. 

4.2 Baptism
Blessed is the congregation that announces that their true identity is found in Jesus 
Christ. Blessed is the congregation that proclaims how the waters of baptism are 
a sign and seal of God’s promises to wash us clean, to adopt us into the body of 
Christ, to send the Holy Spirit to renew, empower, and resurrect us a to new life in 
Christ. 

Blessed is the congregation that proclaims how the waters of baptism are also a 
sign and seal of God’s call to renounce sin and evil, to embrace Christ, and our 
new identity in him and to live a renewed and holy life. 

Wise is the community who celebrates baptism joyfully and remembers that 
baptism as a means of grace and encouragement to live out our vows of covenant 
faithfulness.

4.3 Lord’s Supper
Blessed is the church that regularly celebrates the Lord’s Supper as a feast 
of thanksgiving, communion, and hope. Blessed is the congregation that not 
only gratefully remembers God’s creating and redeeming work in Jesus Christ, 
knowing his presence in the breaking of the bread, but also gratefully receives 
the gift of union with Jesus Christ and Christ’s body, and looks forward to the 
feast of the coming kingdom.

Blessed is the congregation that shares this meal by “discerning the body of 
Christ” in its manifold oneness, by expressing hospitality for one another with 
grace and truth (1 Cor 11.29-33), and by reflecting God’s hospitality for us in 
ministries of hospitality in the world.

5. A Blessed and Commissioned People Serving in Jesus’ Name

5.1 God’s Sending
Blessed is the congregation in which believers are encouraged by God’s gracious 
blessing, and challenged by God’s gracious call to proclaim the good news of 
Jesus and to live as a healing presence in the world in the name of Jesus. 
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5.2 Daily Worship
Wise is the community that nourishes faith by encouraging daily worship for all 
believers, with emphasis on reading and meditating on God’s Word, seeking 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, offering prayers of praise and petition, singing 
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, listening for God in “sheer silence”, (1Kings 
19.12) and living every moment before the face of God.

5.3 Hospitality and Evangelization
Blessed are communities in which hospitality is practiced in both public worship 
and in personal lives, where strangers and guests are welcomed and embraced, 
where the poor and marginalized, diseased and forsaken, can find refuge under 
the shadow of God’s wings. Blessed are communities in which all people are 
invited and challenged

to become disciples of Jesus, receiving baptism and formation in the faith. (cf 
Mt.28.19)

5.4 Formation for Worship
Wise are congregations that invite and challenge believers of all ages and abilities 
to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Pet 
3.18).

Blessed are congregations that nurture the faithful interplay of scripture, doctrines, 
practices, and the fruit of the Spirit. Wise are congregations that deepen worship 
through reflection on and teaching about the meaning of worship practices.

5.5 Worship, Compassion, and Justice
Blessed are congregations whose public worship points to Jesus Christ, and 
Jesus’ message about the kingdom of God. Blessed are congregations whose 
corporate worship and public witness are consistent with each other and faithful 
to God’s Word,

whose worship and witness are a testimony to the work of the Holy Spirit. Blessed 
are congregations who seek to receive the liberating work of the Holy Spirit who 
alone can break through hypocrisy and through whom justice and peace, worship 
and witness, can truly embrace.

5.6 Maranatha: Worship and Christian Hope
Blessed are congregations who are not content to live only the present moment, 
but whose worship expresses the groaning of all creation for the fullness of God’s 
reign in Jesus Christ. Blessed are congregations whose life together is summed 
up in the certain hope of the prayer “Maranatha” “come, Lord Jesus” (Rev 22.20).
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This statement is from the third international consultation of the Lutheran World 
Federation’s Study Team on Worship and Culture, held in Nairobi, Kenya, in 
January 1996. The members of the Study Team represent five continents of the 
world and have worked together with enthusiasm for three years thus far. The 
initial consultation, in October 1993 in Cartigny, Switzerland, focused on the 
biblical and historical foundations of the relationship between Christian worship 
and culture, and resulted in the “Cartigny Statement on Worship and Culture: 
Biblical and Historical Foundations.” (This Nairobi Statement builds upon the 
Cartigny Statement; in no sense does it replace it.) The second consultation, in 
March 1994 in Hong Kong, explored contemporary issues and questions of the 
relationships between the world’s cultures and Christian liturgy, church music, 
and church architecture and art. The papers of the first two consultations were 
published as Worship and Culture in Dialogue. (1) The papers and statement from 
the Nairobi consultation were published as Christian Worship: Unity in Cultural 
Diversity. (2) In 1994-1995, the Study Team conducted regional research, and 
prepared reports on that research. Phase IV of the Study commenced in Nairobi 
and will continue with seminars and other means to implement the learnings of 
the study, as LWF member churches decide is helpful. The Study Team considers 
this project to be essential to the renewal and mission of the Church around the 
world.

1. Introduction

1.1.	Worship is the heart and pulse of the Christian Church. In worship we 
celebrate together God’s gracious gifts of creation and salvation, and are 
strengthened to live in response to God’s grace. Worship always involves 
actions, not merely words. To consider worship is to consider music, art, and 
architecture, as well as liturgy and preaching.

1.2.	The reality that Christian worship is always celebrated in a given local cultural 
setting draws our attention to the dynamics between worship and the world’s 
many local cultures.

1.3.	Christian worship relates dynamically to culture in at least four ways. First, 
it is transcultural, the same substance for everyone everywhere, beyond 
culture. Second, it is contextual, varying according to the local situation 
(both nature and culture). Third, it is counter-cultural, challenging what is 

NAIROBI STATEMENT 
ON WORSHIP AND CULTURE
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contrary to the Gospel in a given culture. Fourth, it is cross-cultural, making 
possible sharing between different local cultures. In all four dynamics, there 
are helpful principles which can be identified.

2. Worship as Transcultural
2.1.	The resurrected Christ whom we worship, and through whom by the power 

of the Holy Spirit we know the grace of the Triune God, transcends and 
indeed is beyond all cultures. In the mystery of his resurrection is the source 
of the transcultural nature of Christian worship. Baptism and Eucharist, the 
sacraments of Christ’s death and resurrection, were given by God for all 
the world. There is one Bible, translated into many tongues, and biblical 
preaching of Christ’s death and resurrection has been sent into all the world. 
The fundamental shape of the principal Sunday act of Christian worship, the 
Eucharist or Holy Communion, is shared across cultures: the people gather, 
the Word of God is proclaimed, the people intercede for the needs of the 
Church and the world, the eucharistic meal is shared, and the people are sent 
out into the world for mission. The great narratives of Christ’s birth, death, 
resurrection, and sending of the Spirit, and our Baptism into him, provide the 
central meanings of the transcultural times of the church’s year: especially 
Lent/Easter/Pentecost, and, to a lesser extent, Advent/Christmas/Epiphany. 
The ways in which the shapes of the Sunday Eucharist and the church year 
are expressed vary by culture, but their meanings and fundamental structure 
are shared around the globe. There is one Lord, one faith, one Baptism, one 
Eucharist.

2.2.	Several specific elements of Christian liturgy are also transcultural, e.g., readings 
from the Bible (although of course the translations vary), the ecumenical creeds 
and the Our Father, and Baptism in water in the Triune Name. 

2.3.	The use of this shared core liturgical structure and these shared liturgical 
elements in local congregational worship as well as the shared act of 
people assembling together, and the shared provision of diverse leadership 
in that assembly (although the space for the assembly and the manner of 
the leadership vary) are expressions of Christian unity across time, space, 
culture, and confession. The recovery in each congregation of the clear 
centrality of these transcultural and ecumenical elements renews the sense 
of this Christian unity and gives all churches a solid basis for authentic 
contextualization.

3. Worship as Contextual
3.1. Jesus whom we worship was born into a specific culture of the world. 

In the mystery of his incarnation are the model and the mandate for the 
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contextualization of Christian worship. God can be and is encountered in the 
local cultures of our world. A given culture’s values and patterns, insofar as 
they are consonant with the values of the Gospel, can be used to express the 
meaning and purpose of Christian worship. Contextualization is a necessary 
task for the Church’s mission in the world, so that the Gospel can be ever 
more deeply rooted in diverse local cultures.

3.2. Among the various methods of contextualization, that of dynamic equivalence 
is particularly useful. It involves re-expressing components of Christian 
worship with something from a local culture that has an equal meaning, 
value, and function. Dynamic equivalence goes far beyond mere translation; 
it involves understanding the fundamental meanings both of elements of 
worship and of the local culture, and enabling the meanings and actions of 
worship to be “encoded” and re-expressed in the language of local culture.

3.3. In applying the method of dynamic equivalence, the following procedure may 
be followed. First, the liturgical ordo (basic shape) should be examined with 
regard to its theology, history, basic elements, and cultural backgrounds. 
Second, those elements of the ordo that can be subjected to dynamic 
equivalence without prejudice to their meaning should be determined. Third, 
those components of culture that are able to re-express the Gospel and the 
liturgical ordo in an adequate manner should be studied. Fourth, the spiritual 
and pastoral benefits our people will derive from the changes should be 
considered.

3.4. Local churches might also consider the method of creative assimilation. This 
consists of adding pertinent components of local culture to the liturgical ordo 
in order to enrich its original core. The baptismal ordo of “washing with water 
and the Word”, for example, was gradually elaborated by the assimilation of 
such cultural practices as the giving of white vestments and lighted candles 
to the neophytes of ancient mystery religions. Unlike dynamic equivalence, 
creative assimilation enriches the liturgical ordo—not by culturally re-
expressing its elements, but by adding to it new elements from local culture.

3.5. In contextualization the fundamental values and meanings of both Christianity 
and of local cultures must be respected.

3.6. An important criterion for dynamic equivalence and creative assimilation is 
that sound or accepted liturgical traditions are preserved in order to keep 
unity with the universal Church’s tradition of worship, while progress inspired 
by pastoral needs is encouraged. On the side of culture, it is understood 
that not everything can be integrated with Christian worship, but only those 
elements that are connatural to (that is, of the same nature as) the liturgical 
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ordo. Elements borrowed from local culture should always undergo critique 
and purification, which can be achieved through the use of biblical typology.

4. Worship as Counter-cultural
4.1. Jesus Christ came to transform all people and all cultures, and calls us 

not to conform to the world, but to be transformed with it (Romans 12:2). 
In the mystery of his passage from death to eternal life is the model for 
transformation, and thus for the counter-cultural nature of Christian worship. 
Some components of every culture in the world are sinful, dehumanizing, 
and contradictory to the values of the Gospel. From the perspective of the 
Gospel, they need critique and transformation. Contextualization of Christian 
faith and worship necessarily involves challenging of all types of oppression 
and social injustice wherever they exist in earthly cultures.

4.2.	It also involves the transformation of cultural patterns which idolize the self 
or the local group at the expense of a wider humanity, or which give central 
place to the acquisition of wealth at the expense of the care of the earth 
and its poor. The tools of the counter-cultural in Christian worship may also 
include the deliberate maintenance or recovery of patterns of action which 
differ intentionally from prevailing cultural models. These patterns may arise 
from a recovered sense of Christian history, or from the wisdom of other 
cultures.

5. Worship as Cross-cultural
5.1.	Jesus came to be the Savior of all people. He welcomes the treasures of 

earthly cultures into the city of God. By virtue of Baptism, there is one Church; 
and one means of living in faithful response to Baptism is to manifest ever 
more deeply the unity of the Church. The sharing of hymns and art and other 
elements of worship across cultural barriers helps enrich the whole Church 
and strengthen the sense of the communion of the Church. This sharing 
can be ecumenical as well as cross-cultural, as a witness to the unity of the 
Church and the oneness of Baptism. Cross-cultural sharing is possible for 
every church, but is especially needed in multicultural congregations and 
member churches.

5.2.	Care should be taken that the music, art, architecture, gestures and postures, 
and other elements of different cultures are understood and respected 
when they are used by churches elsewhere in the world. The criteria for 
contextualization (above, sections 3.5 and 3.6) should be observed.

6. Challenge to the Churches
6.1.	We call on all member churches of the Lutheran World Federation to undertake 
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more efforts related to the transcultural, contextual, counter-cultural, and 
cross-cultural nature of Christian worship. We call on all member churches 
to recover the centrality of Baptism, Scripture with preaching, and the 
every-Sunday celebration of the Lord’s Supper—the principal transcultural 
elements of Christian worship and the signs of Christian unity—as the strong 
center of all congregational life and mission, and as the authentic basis for 
contextualization. We call on all churches to give serious attention to exploring 
the local or contextual elements of liturgy, language, posture and gesture, 
hymnody and other music and musical instruments, and art and architecture 
for Christian worship so that their worship may be more truly rooted in the 
local culture. We call those churches now carrying out missionary efforts 
to encourage such contextual awareness among themselves and also 
among the partners and recipients of their ministries. We call on all member 
churches to give serious attention to the transcultural nature of worship and 
the possibilities for cross-cultural sharing. And we call on all churches to 
consider the training and ordination of ministers of Word and Sacrament, 
because each local community has the right to receive weekly the means of 
grace. 

For a link to the text of this statement, go to http://www.worship.ca/docs/lwf_
ns.html

	 John Witvliet: The document is helpful because it calls each of us to give 
attention to each of these four dimensions of the gospel. To those of us 
who have pursued cultural relevance with just about all our attention and 
energy, it calls us to dwell with the transcultural dimensions of the faith 
and determine which parts of our culture we should resist. To those of us 
inclined to make universal pronouncements, the documents calls us to see 
the contextual nature of our own formulations and to learn from formulations 
from other cultural contexts that may challenge, complement, or enrich our 
understanding. To those of us with few if any contacts with people unlike 
ourselves, it invites us to the risky and rewarding prospects of forming 
cross-cultural friendships. The document challenges every leader, every 
congregation, and every denomination to not only develop their area of 
strength, but also their area of weakness. 

Calvin Institute of Christian Worship
For the study and renewal of worship

WORSHIP.CALVIN.EDU
find other resources on worship and culture at 

http://worship.calvin.edu/resources/resource-library/listing.html?type=tag&search=Culture
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Introduction:
Effective worship planning and leading require effective leadership. As leaders in 
the church, our primary goal is to bring glory to God and provide benefits to God's 
people through meaningful worship experiences. In this essay, we will explore six 
strategies for effective leadership, which can be applied in any context, especially 
during changing times. These strategies, presented by Rev. Kathy Smith from the 
Calvin Institute of Christian Worship, encompass knowing oneself, understanding 
the congregation, communicating clearly and appropriately, practicing healthy 
reciprocal leadership, expecting suffering, and staying connected.

Know Yourself:
Effective leadership begins with self-awareness. As leaders, we must examine 
our personal traits, strengths, and weaknesses. By asking reflective questions 
about our family background, spiritual gifts, response to anxiety, approach to 
authority, and work preferences, we gain insight into our leadership style. Honest 
introspection helps us understand how our personalities influence our leadership 
decisions and interactions. Engaging in discussions with trusted colleagues or 
mentors can further enhance our self-awareness.

Know the Congregation:
Understanding the congregation is fundamental to effective leadership. Each 
congregation has its unique tradition, personality, and history. Leaders must take 
the time to familiarize themselves with how the congregation deals with change 
and identify its key leaders and their styles of functioning. Recognizing signs 
of resistance within the congregation allows us to address potential challenges 
proactively. By comprehending the congregation's response to change, we can 
tailor our leadership approach accordingly.

Communicate Clearly and Appropriately:
Clear and effective communication is essential in leadership. Leaders must 
ensure that the church community is well-informed about their plans and 
intentions. Gaining early "buy-in" from the congregation is crucial to build trust and 
support. Regular and transparent communication helps foster enthusiasm among 

LEADERSHIP WISDOM FOR 
PASTORS, WORSHIP PLANNERS, 

AND WORSHIP LEADERS
  Rev. Kathy Smith
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the worshippers. Leaders should also attentively listen to those who express 
hesitations or opposition, valuing diverse perspectives within the community.

Practice Healthy Reciprocal Leadership with the 4 C's:
Leadership is not solely the responsibility of leaders; it is a reciprocal process 
involving both leaders and followers. Effective leadership aims to shape the 
congregation's corporate life, especially in worship, in alignment with Christian 
practices faithful to the gospel. Adaptive leadership bridges the gap between the 
congregation's current reality and its desired values and goals. Understanding 
the 4 C's—Character, Conviction, Competencies, and Confluence—facilitates 
the development of trust, vision, healthy responses to change, and a harmonious 
alignment between leaders, the congregation, the situation, and the work of the 
Holy Spirit.

Expect Suffering:
Leadership, in its essence, often entails suffering. As exemplified by Jesus 
Christ, true leadership involves humility and service. Leaders should expect 
challenges and endure them for the right reasons. Embracing the cruciform 
shape of leadership, where suffering is not avoided but embraced for the greater 
purpose of serving God and His people, strengthens the character and integrity 
of leaders.

Stay Connected:
Leaders must stay connected with the governing leaders and staff of the 
congregation. Encouraging a learning environment within the church fosters 
lasting change and spiritual renewal. Engaging in study, discussions, and prayer 
enables leaders to understand the congregation's values, learn from various 
voices within the community, and develop trust in Christ as the ultimate leader 
of the church. Staying calm in the face of change and anxiety is vital for effective 
leadership during times of transition.

Conclusion:
Effective leadership is crucial for pastors, worship planners, and worship leaders 
in creating meaningful and transformative worship experiences. By knowing 
ourselves and the congregation, communicating clearly, practicing healthy 
reciprocal leadership, expecting suffering, and staying connected, we can 
lead our church communities in ways that honor God and benefit His people. 
Embracing these strategies will enable us to navigate changing times and adapt 
our leadership to any context, enhancing the worship experience and drawing 
closer to God as we serve His people.
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In today's fast-paced world, where distractions abound, it is crucial for the 
church and its members to be aware and prepared for worship. As Professor of 
Psychology, Charlotte Witvliet proposes, the bio-psycho-social view of people 
can help the church live out its love for God and others. This essay explores 
key aspects of worship, focusing on love, gratitude, hope, accountability, 
repentance, and forgiveness, all of which contribute to a deeper and more 
meaningful worship experience.

Love as the Foundation of Worship:
The foundation of worship lies in the commandments given to us by Jesus. 
Love plays a central role in worship, as we are called to love the Lord with all 
our heart, soul, mind, and strength, and to love our neighbors as ourselves 
(Mark 12:30-31). Recognizing that every person bears God's image (Genesis 
1:27) reinforces the importance of showing love and respect to one another as 
an integral part of the worship experience.

Gratitude and Hope:
Gratitude and hope are essential attitudes in worship. We are encouraged 
to give thanks in all circumstances, as it reflects God's will for us in Christ 
Jesus (1 Thessalonians 5:18). By rejoicing in hope and being patient during 
tribulations (Romans 12:12), we foster a spirit of optimism and trust in God's 
providence, enhancing our worship by focusing on the positive aspects of life.

Accountability and Repentance:
Self-reflection is crucial in the process of worship. Psalm 139:24 reminds 
us to seek God's guidance in examining our hearts and acknowledging any 
anxieties or offensive behaviors that may hinder our connection with Him. 
This awareness leads to genuine repentance, exemplified by the story of the 
prodigal son (Luke 15:20-21, 32), where acknowledging and turning away 
from sin brings about reconciliation and celebration.

BEING AWARE AND  
PREPARED FOR WORSHIP

  Dr. Charlotte Witvliet
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Embracing Forgiveness:
Forgiveness is a pivotal aspect of worship. Colossians 3:13 urges us to forgive 
others just as the Lord forgave us, emphasizing the transformative power of 
forgiveness in fostering harmonious relationships within the church. Ephesians 
4:31-32 calls for letting go of negative emotions and adopting a compassionate 
and forgiving attitude, mirroring Christ's example of forgiveness towards us.

Conclusion:
To be aware and prepared for worship, we must embrace the bio-psycho-social 
perspective of psychology to support the church's love for God and others. 
Love, gratitude, hope, accountability, repentance, and forgiveness form the 
core components of worship, nurturing a deeper connection with God and 
strengthening bonds within the Christian community. By internalizing these 
principles, we can ensure a more fulfilling and spiritually enriching worship 
experience, paving the way for a more profound understanding of God's love 
and grace in our lives.
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The primary function of the church is to honor God.  The congregation of 
God's people offering a praise sacrifice publicly before God on the Lord's Day 
exemplifies the God-centeredness of Christian worship. This gathering of 
believers seeks to encounter the triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and 
to know and glorify Him.  True worship is referred to as "worth-ship," which 
incorporates the New Testament idea of prostration. Other biblical terms for 
worship mean "to serve," referring to dedicated availability for service to God 
(e.g., Rom. 12:1).  

The Act of Worship today frequently has become either a seeker-sensitive, 
soul-winning  endeavor, or, alternatively, what we know as Moralistic 
Therapeutic Deism.  Firstly, let me summarize what “seeker-sensitive, soul-
winning endeavor” implies. It is a bait-and-switch operation. A bait-and-switch 
strategy is one whereby a person obtains what they desire by coercing others. 
Their main agenda is to be sensitive to seekers and win souls. Even though 
being seeker sensitive is not wrong in itself, it can easily detract from the main 
focus of worship altogether. Secondly, Moralistic Therapeutic Deism, depicts 
God as observing our actions on earth and longing for us to be decent, just, 
good people. The primary purpose of existence then, is for us to be happy 
and satisfied with ourselves; God's involvement in a person's existence is 
unnecessary and unwanted – unless He is required to solve a problem. Being 
a good, moral person is seen as central to living a good and happy existence.  
To quote: “Moralistic Therapeutic Deism is about belief in a particular kind of 
God: one who exists, created the world and defines our general moral order, 
but not one who is particularly personally involved in one’s affairs— especially 
affairs in which one would prefer not to have God involved.”1 By what we have 
heard and said, we have successfully created our own gods whom we worship 
and seek to please. We may be failing to realize that we are worshipping 
our own conceptual gods while being deceived into believing that we are 
worshipping the true God. 

A CALL FOR GOD  
CENTERED WORSHIP

 Rev. Amit Karthak

1	 Dame, Christian Smith Dr William R Kenan Jr Professor Of Sociology University Of Notre, and Candidate 

University Of North Carolina Melina Lundquist Denton Ph.D Chapel Hill. Soul Searching : The Religious and 
Spiritual Lives of American Teenagers. Oxford University Press, USA, 2005. 
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Duncan states, “God's Word itself must supply the principles and patterns 
and content of Christian worship. True Christian worship is by the book. It is 
according to Scripture. The Bible alone ultimately directs the form and content 
of Christian worship.”2 As scripture warns us: “No one can serve two masters. 
Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the 
one and despise the other.” (Matthew 6:24). Terry L. Johnson writes:

When God draws near, he has special business with us. As in Isaiah’s 
case, he wants to remind us of his greatness and holiness. He wants us 
to acknowledge that greatness in our praises. He wants to convict us of 
sin, and he wants us to confess that sin and receive his forgiveness. He 
wants us to hear his word and obey it. He wants to hear our baptismal 
and membership vows, and to preside at the discipline of the church. He 
wants to fellowship with us in the Lord’s Supper. He wants to receive our 
gifts. He wants us to acknowledge our unity and love for one another as 
his body. For such purposes, God draws near.3

We cannot seek to save souls or please people and at the same time worship 
one true God. The purpose of worship is not to gain souls or please people, but 
to glorify God.  Our worship services should be ordered to express devotion 
to God, not to add numbers or to request from Him anything and everything 
that our hearts desire. We are to prioritise the edification of the believers 
through prayer, confession, singing, reading and preaching of the Word, and 
the administration of the sacraments.

In the last few years, and especially after COVID-19 lockdowns, there has 
been some confusion about whether  Christians must gather together  for 
worship. I have met several individuals who do not think that corporate _ 
gathering is an essential part of their growth as the children of God. However, 
it is the place where we gather together as covenant people to worship God.  
Merker states: 

A church is a blood-bought people, devoted to the worship of the 
one true God. They’re set apart from the world. They’re committed to 
serving one another and loving their neighbors. And they do all this 
by assembling together in space and time…It gathers, then scatters, 
then gathers again. Its members continue to be part of the church 
throughout the week, as they serve and represent Christ in their homes, 
their workplaces, their neighborhoods. But a church is never less than 
a gathering.4

2	 Duncan, Ligon. Does God Care How We Worship? P & R Publishing, 2020. 
3	 Johnson, Terry L. Worshipping with Calvin. EP BOOKS, 2014.
4	 Merker, Matt. Corporate Worship. Crossway, 2021.
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Meeting together does not use up all of the church's life. Even if a church isn't 
meeting, it still exists in the way its members help each other and in the way 
they work together to do good in the world. However, in its purest form, the 
church does show itself in the act of gathering for worship, and this is what 
makes it a church. If rightly understood, it is the altar where we must come 
every time to offer our sacrifices of praise and receive sanctification by God’s 
Spirit and His Word. There is no substitute for congregational worship (Hebs 
10:24, 25). The church gathers to worship God. Christians have gathered 
historically on the Lord's Day for worship and have been empowered by 
His Spirit to carry out His commands. The focal point of worship is God and 
seeking His will for us, His people.

In the Reformed tradition, worship centers on God and consists of praising, 
confessing, imploring, and engaging with His Word. This emphasis is reflected 
(?exemplified) in the teachings of the Bible which exhort individuals to draw 
near to God, to glorify His name, kneel before him, sing joyful songs, and 
offer thanks to Him. Either worship is people-centered or God-centered, but 
not both.  Congregational worship should consist of God-glorifying devotional 
activities.  The Bible teaches us that public worship is greatly to be preferred 
over private spiritual exercises. Every grateful heart wants God's name to 
be lifted up publicly—and the more public the better, as the Psalmist say, 
“Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all the 
peoples!” (Psalms 96:3).  Psalm 95 says:

Vs. 1-3
Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; 
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 
let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 
For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods.

Vs. 6.
Oh come, let us worship and bow down;
let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!
For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture,
and the sheep of his hand. (NIV)
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In this way worship is God-centered and God-directed, not man-centered. It 
is God-centered because, “We “draw near” to God in worship (James 4:8–10; 
Heb. 4:15–16; 10:19–23). We ascribe glory to His name (1 Chron. 16:29; Ps. 
96:7; 29:2). It is before Him that we bow down and kneel (Ps. 95:6–7). We 
come before Him with joyful songs (Ps. 100:2). We sing for joy “to the Lord” 
(Ps. 95:1–2; 96:1–2). We “give thanks to the Lord” (Ps. 106:1).5 We praise 
Him, confess our sins to Him, and bring our prayers and petitions before Him. 
He speaks to us from the Bible, meets with us at His table, and we enjoy His 
fellowship. It is God-directed because, His Word is the final authority on our 
life and worship as His people. The true God set up the right way to worship 
Him, and His own revealed will makes it so that He can't be worshipped in any 
way that isn't in the Bible. So, if worship is to be about God, as it should be, it 
should be led by His Word. 

To sum up, one of the most natural things for us to do as believers is gathering 
together so that we might worship God together. Worship therefore belongs 
primarily in the congregation and only secondarily to the individual. Sadly, much 
of our worship remains increasingly focused on the individual's experience.  
Worship cannot credibly claim to be about God if the majority of this time is 
devoted to creating an evangelistic, educational, or emotive experience for 
its attendees. Worship focuses on both God's glorification and His presence, 
drawing near to Him in order to glorify and know Him. True worshippers thirst 
for God and desire His "dwelling places" and domains, desiring to behold 
His magnificence, power, and compassion. As we pursue God – as opposed 
to simply having an experience with Him – we glorify and even enjoy Him. 
Christian worship requires biblical preaching, congregational singing, biblical 
readings, and covenantal sacramental practices, these services being 
conducted in the local languages.  

Let us, approach the true and living God via His Word and Spirit and offer 
Him public praise, confession of sin, thanksgiving, and supplication in "spirit 
and truth" (John 4:7ff), and with "reverence and awe" (Hebrews 12:28). 
Incorporating biblical contents is the most important step towards advancing 
our worship services in a God-centered direction (Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 
3:16; John 17:17).

5	 Johnson, Terry L. Worshipping with Calvin.
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STOTT, JOHN. BASIC CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP. 
INTERVARSITY PRESS, 2006.
  Ajay Shrestha (Abraham), M.Div. student

Stott's Basic Christian Leadership is a comprehensive work on Christian leadership. Today, 
being a leader is a challenging task. Power struggles arise among Christian leaders, who are 
called to shepherd others, yet they may tempt to abuse their position of authority. Pastors 
believe that to preach and minister credibly, they must display confidence and strength. 
Often, culture rather than Christ shapes our models of leadership. John Stott offers this 
biblical model of servant leadership as an alternative vision that the apostle Paul exemplified 
in his service to the Corinthian church. Above all, Stott reassures us that God is still at work 
despite our human weakness. "God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; 
God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong." 1 Corinthians 1:27. A clear 
expression of the nature of leadership and the thoughtful study of Scripture we have come 
to expect from John Stott, this exposition of 1 Corinthians 1–4 offers us a ministry model. 
Leadership must be rooted in humility and grace, serving the church with the love of Christ.

In the first chapter, Stotts finds the ambiguity of the church. The church is sanctified yet 
still sinful and called to be holy. The church is enriched yet still defective, eagerly awaiting 
Christ's return. The church is united (the only church of God) yet still unnecessarily divided 
and called to renounce personality cults. (p 24).

In the second chapter, Stott illustrates that Paul's correspondence to the Corinthians is power 
through a weakness in three different ways. We have a weak message (Christ crucified), 
weak preachers (full of fear and trembling), and weak hearers (the socially despised) 
because God chose a weak instrument (Paul) to bring a weak message (the cross) to weak 
people (the Corinthian working class). However, through this triple weakness, the power of 
God was to bring His will to glory. (p 43)

Chapter three teaches the role of the Holy Spirit in four stages: searching, revealing, 
inspiring, and enlightening. Therefore, we must depend on God and humble ourselves 
before the Word and the Holy Spirit. 

In order to have a healthy, biblical understanding of Christian leadership, we urgently need 
a healthy, biblical understanding of the church. No one brags about people, but only about 
the Holy Trinity of God: God the Father, who gives the seed growth; God the Son, who alone 
is the church's foundation; and God the Holy Spirit, who resides within and sanctifies the 
church.

Finally, Stott characterizes the four different models of the ministry. Leaders need to have a 
serving heart and be Christ's servants. They, too, need to be the stewards of the revelation, 
having enough knowledge to interpret the Scripture faithfully. Leaders need to consider 
themselves the scum of the earth and be ready to face any challenge or consequence 
without pursuing popularity with the world but being faithful to the gospel. Spiritual fatherhood 
is a significant leadership characteristic in caring for the flocks with humility and gentleness.

BOOK REPORT
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MASON, ANDY. GOD’S LEADER. 10 PUBLISHING, 2017
  Alisha Maharjan, M.Div. student.

Mason's book, God's Leader, is challenging, energizing, stimulating, and profoundly 
encouraging. In this book, Mason presents a comprehensive guide to leadership from a 
spiritual and biblical perspective on Christian leadership, emphasizing the importance of 
faith, reliance on God, and attributes for effective leadership in the church.

Moses, Daniel, Abraham, King David, and Solomon are examples of God's leaders in 
the Bible. Church leaders are God's leaders. All of God's leaders have to fight spiritual 
battles daily, and we need God to win these battles. The battle is between God and Satan. 
Furthermore, since we are fighting from God's side, we need to depend on God.

Leaders can become discouraged at times or lose confidence in the battle. Mason 
encourages leaders to keep fighting. Leaders need direction, encouragement, correction, 
and refreshment from God through His word. God has revealed a picture of leadership in the 
Bible. Christian leadership is also His idea. God gives victory over the battle to those leaders 
who rely on Him and His word. God's Word directs God's leaders. A leader leads in God's 
strength by ordering their lives according to God's Word. 

Mason points out eight timeless principles in his book. According to him, God's leaders are 
word-centered, cross-centered, loving, not lazy, fighters with the power of Christ, faithful in 
hard times, and godly and prayerful leaders. Mason's straightforward writing style helps the 
readers understand and apply these principles without any prior theological background. 
This book is filled with leadership examples from the Bible, giving it a solid biblical foundation 
for leadership principles. 

No leadership book is complete in itself. Even though Mason provides the best spiritual 
foundation for leadership, it needs more practical guidance on how a leader can apply these 
principles in their day-to-day life. The book would have been close to a complete handbook 
for Christian leadership if it had some contextually relevant real-life case studies and stories. 
However, Mason is worth considering if anyone is looking for a book to understand biblical 
principles for Christian leadership.

BOOK REPORT
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