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HIGHER GROUND
NEPAL
Introduction

Higher Ground Community Development Nepal (HGCDN) is an ofcially registered Non-Government Organizaton
(NGO) afliated with the Social Welfare Council (SWC). Throughout its eight year journey, HGCDN has been successful
in knitng a web of integrated transformatonal programs and interventons at a grassroot level. HGCDN promotes a
society with a safe and caring environment for living those under fear of abuse, exploitaton and human trafcking
survivors by providing them access to the educaton, developing technical and sof skills, increasing awareness
through various cross cutng campaign on burning natonal issues and developing entrepreneurial capacites for

sustainable livelihood.

We are working to strengthen the capacity of young women, youth and children who are living at high
riskcircumstances and strengthen them by impartng necessary skills and opportunites to live an empowered and
dignifed life. HGCDN is reaching out to the victms of abuse and trafcking through its outreach, protecton and care
services. We see more and more women becoming strong and empowered creatng an impact in the lives and
families of the Nepali communites. HGCDN has adopted a multfold strategy not limited to Lalitpur district but
expanding its working area to Kathmandu and Lamjung under the Permission Approval from DCC Kathmandu and
DCC Lamjung Govt. of Nepal.

Vision Objectives
Ajust and a transformed society » Health Awareness to the at
where people can live in dignity risk of trafcking or exploitaton
group.
o 0 « Support needy children to get
Mission an educaton by providing a
To restore the lives of individuals at scholarship.

Provide Skill Development
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to ensure their safety.
Support government and
public through promotng and
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« Love and Respect
« Forgiveness and Reconciliaton
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Hope and Compassion « Prioritze for farming occupaton.
« Peace and Harmony - Legal support and counselling
- Service and Stewardship to help who are at risk for the

sense of justce.
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Religious Restrictions:

Urgency of Endurance In The
Persecution And Intolerance
For The Sake of Christ to The

Christians Minority In Nepal

Introduction

This article is about how to endure persecution
and intolerance for the sake of Christ to the
Christians minority in Nepal in the times
of urgency because recently there are big
threats and the religious restrictions imposed
on religious minorities from the Government
of Nepal, which was promulgated in their
‘new constitution 2015’ and implemented it
on August 17, 2018." The purpose of article
is to help readers to actively participate in
their religious practices no matters what
consequences they have to face in near future
for the sake of Christ to build God's kihngdom
in Nepal as the early church Christians did in
the time of severe persecution. Precisely, this
article is limited in two areas such as religious
restrictions in Nepal for religious minorities, and
the urgency of endurance in the persecution
and intolerance for the sake of Christ based on
the teaching from Jesus Christ and the apostles
in the time of persecution and intolerance from
the religious minority and majority, and finally
the conclusion will follow with the implication

- Menuka Mishra

to bring awareness and to encourage the
Nepal’s local churches to endure persecution
and intolerance for Christ’s sake which means
also to participate in Christ suffering.

Religious Restrictions: Nepal’s
New Law on Religious Freedom
Recently, Nepal has implemented the new
laws against the religious freedom among
the minorities. This has threatened the core
of religious practices of religious minorities.
Specifically, they have banned to preach and
share their religious faith with the intention
of conversion to another religion from their
‘paternal religion! They have attacked on the
religious freedom of expression of one’s faith
and belief. Itis contrary to Nepal's Constitutional
law on Article 26 clause 1 and also not able
to maintain the international human rights
standards.?

In Nepal’s Civil Code wording of Clause 158
and 160 of section 9 of the Bill and Nepal’s
Constitution Article 26 state:

World Watch Monitor, “Nepali Law Criminalizing ‘Hurting of Religious Feelings’ Comes into Force,” Worldwatchmonitor.com, last modified

August 17,2018, accessed October 23, 2018, https://www.world watch-monitor.org/2018/08/nepali-law-criminalising-hurting-of-religious-
feelings-comes-into-force; see also Religious Freedom News, “Nepal’s New Law Puts Squeeze on Christians,’'Religiousfreedomnews.com, last
modified August 29, 2018, accessed October 23, 2018, https://www.religiousfreedom news.com/2018/08/ 29/ nepals-new-law-puts-squeeze-

on-christians.

~

Ewelina U. Ochab, “Nepal’s Protection of Religious Freedom On Downward Spiral,” Forbes.com, last modified September 2, 2018, accessed

October 25, 2018, http://www.forbes.com/ewelinaochab/2018/02/07 nepals-protection-of-religious-freedom-on-downward-spiral.

w

CSW Everyone Free to Believe, “Nepal: Bill Criminalizes Religious Conversion,” CSW.org.uk, last modified August 21, 2017, accessed

October 25, 2018, http://www.csw.org.uk/2017/press/3676/article.ntm; see also Ewelina U. Ochab, “Nepal’s Protection of Religious
Freedom On Downward Spiral,” Forbes.com, last modified September 2, 2018, accessed October 25, 2018, http://www.forbes.com/
ewelinaochab/2018/02/07 nepals-protection-of-religious-freedom-on-downward-spiral.



Section 9.158 -

1) Nobody should hurt the religious
sentiment of any caste, ethnic
community or class by writing, through
voice/talk or by a shape or symbol or in
any other manner.

2) Anyone committing the offense as per
sub-clause (1) shall face up to two years
of imprisonment and a fine of up to
twenty thousand rupees.

Section 9.160 -

1) Nobody should convert the religion of
another person or indulge in such act or
encourage such an act. 2) Nobody should
indulge in any act or conduct so as to
undermine the religion, faith or belief that
any caste, ethnic group or community has
been observing since sanatan [eternal]
times or to jeopardize it with or without any
incitement to convert to any other religion,
or preach such religion or faith with any
such intention. 3) Anyone committing the
offense as per sub-clause (1) and (2) shall
face up to five years of imprisonment and
fine of up to fifty thousand rupees. 4) If a
foreigner is found to have committed the
crime as per sub-clause (1) and (2), he/she
will have to be sent out of Nepal within
seven days of completion of the sentence as
per this clause.

Article 26 -

1) Each person shall be free to profess,
practice, and preserve his/her religion
according to his/her faith. 2) Every religious
denomination  shall, maintaining its
independent existence, have the right to
manage and protect its religious places and
religious trusts in accordance with law. 3)
While exercising the right as provided for
by this Article, no person shall act or make
others act in a manner which is contrary
to public health, decency and morality, or
behave or act or make others act to disturb

public law and order situation, or convert a
person of one religion to another religion,
or disturb the religion of other people. Such
an act shall be punishable by law.

This religious restriction mentioned above
has left the minorities in great intolerance
towards their religious belief and practices.
However, this restriction on “secular”
country Nepal seems very harsh treatment
towards their religious minorities. Thus,
the next section specifically focusing on
Christian minorities to encourage enduring
in intolerance from religious majority as
we have the ample of example in the New
Testament from the life of Jesus Christ, his
disciples, and apostles in the early churches.

The Urgency of Endurance in
Intolerance for the Sake of Christ
The work of true believer is to preach the gospel
and share our faith and belief to those who do
not know about the salvation in Jesus Christ.
This is the greatest commandment given by
Jesus Christ to his follower in Matthew 28:18-20
to preach, teach and baptize them in the name
of the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit. Precisely,
if we tried to abide by new constitutional
religious laws of Nepal mentioned above then
we are not abiding by the Word of God and
commandment of Jesus Christ. During the
time of Jesus Christ also there were physical,
mental, and social persecution to him and also
to his followers from his own religious minority
and from the Romans religious majority. The
Lord Jesus Christ himself also promised to his
disciples by saying,

If the world hates you, you know that it has
hated Me before it hated you. If you were of
the world, the world would love its own; but
because you are not of the world, but | chose
you out of the world, therefore the world
hates you. Remember the word that | said to
you. A slave is not greater than his master! If
they persecute Me, they will also persecute



you; if they kept My Word, they will keep
yours also. But all these things they will do
to you for My name’s sake, because they do
not know the One who sent Me (John 15:18-
21, NASB).

And moreover, the apostle Paul also warned
that, “... all who desire to live godly in Christ
Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Timothy 3:12).
Thus, as we are the disciples and followers
of Jesus Christ in Nepal, firstly, there is an
urgency to endure the religious persecution
and intolerance. In reality, the persecution
and intolerance from the religious majority
should be expected and anticipated always by
Nepali Christians. However, as Janson A. Van
Bemmel rightly said that, “we should not seek
it or provoke it, but neither should we fear it
or ever compromise our faith and testimony
to avoid it Indeed, Jesus’ disciples faced the
persecution and intolerance boldly in the early
churches. As a result, Nepali believers are one
of the products of those bold and fearless men
and women of God who brought the gospel in
this hostile kingdom of Nepal sixty year before.

Secondly, Jesus has given the “blessed”
nametag to those who have endured and will
be enduring the persecution and intolerance
on account of Jesus Christ. As in the Sermon on
the Mount Jesus clearly said,

%Blessed are those who have been
persecuted for the sake of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
""Blessed are you when men cast insults at
you, and persecute you, and say all kinds of
evil against you falsely, on account of Me.
2Rejoice, and be glad, for your reward in
heaven is great, for so they persecuted the
prophets who were before you (Matthew
5:10-12, NASB).

Here the “blessed” nametag followed by
encouragement to rejoice and be glad in
the times of persecution and intolerance;
because there is a heavenly reward for such
believers who endure the persecution, insult,
false witness from the religious majority for
Christ’'s sake. This is the greatest comforting
message for those who were persecuted, are
in persecution, and will be persecuted for the
sake of Christ.

Thirdly, the apostle Peter has taught us to
rejoice even in the persecution and intolerance
for the sake of Christ. He clearly stated that,

2Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery
ordeal among you, which comes upon you
for your testing, as though some strange
thing were happening to you; *but to the
degree that you share the sufferings of
Christ, keep on rejoicing; so that also at the
revelation of His glory, you may rejoice with
exultation. "If you are reviled for the name
of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit
of glory and of God rests upon you. '*By no
means let any of you suffer as a murderer, or
thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler;
put if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him
not feel ashamed, but in that name let him
glorify God. "For it is time for judgment
to begin with the household of God; and
if it begins with us first, what will be the
outcome for those who do not obey the
gospel of God? (1 Peter 4:12-17, NASB)

According to the apostle Peter’s statements
above, there are five reasons to rejoiceinintense
persecution and intolerance as a true Christian.
First reasonin verse 12 is to rejoice because God
is putting believers in the test. This is the test
to discern who are a true and a false Christian.

4 Jason A.Van Bemmel, "How Does God Use Persecution to Strengthen and Advance His Church? Monergism Blog, last modified April 2, 2017,
accessed October 22, 2018, https://www.monergism.com/blog. how-does-god-use-persecution-strengthen-and-advance-his-church.



Second reason in verse 13 is to rejoice because
believers are partaking in Christ’ suffering as
a true Christian. Third reason in verse 14 is to
rejoice in persecution and intolerance because
God’s presence is with the true Christian during
those times. Fourth reason in verses 15 and 16
is to rejoice because God is glorified through
our persecution if we suffer as a true Christian
rather than as a killer or burglar or evildoer or a
troublemaker. And the final reason in verse 17 is
to rejoice because impending judgment is near
for those who are persecute true Christians.’

Finally, the apostle Paul taught us through his
life example how to endure persecution and
intolerance even in life or in the point of death
to strengthen the Church for Christ’s sake. He
has mentioned in Philippians 1:12-14, 20-21:

2Now | want you to know, brethren, that
my circumstances have turned out for the
greater progress of the gospel, so that my
imprisonmentin the cause of Christ has become
well known throughout the whole praetorian
guard and to everyone else, *and that most of
the brethren, trusting in the Lord because of my
imprisonment, have far more courage to speak
the word of God without fear...*according to
my earnest expectation and hope, that | shall
not be put to shame in anything, but that with
all boldness, Christ shall even now, as always,
be exalted in my body, whether by life or by
death. 2'For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is
gain (NASB).

Paul has emphasized the persecution and
intolerance is used by God to strengthen the
Church. It is the strongest tool God is using to
strengthen and extend His Church. As he has
clearly mentioned in verses 12 and 13, how his
imprisonment for the sake of Christ brought

additional strength and boldness among true
believers of Christ to share the gospel without
fearin the midst of persecutions to extend God’s
kingdom. He also encourages the believers
from his living testimony that Christ will be
honored beyond measure through his body
in life or in death because in verse 21 he says,
“for to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.”
According to his understanding, for him, to
live is for Christ (i.e. he can do more hard labor
to extend God'’s kingdom), and to die is gain
(i.e. it is for his personal joy because he will be
with Christ in heaven, although his hard labor
will put to full stop here on earth). However,
for Paul to die is desirable and better but he
unselfishly chooses the opportunity to live for
Christ’s sake to reach more people with the
gospel of Christ, and to minister the believers
to help them grow in their relationship with
Christ. This is the most significant slogan of Paul
in his ministry to endure great persecution and
intolerance.® Therefore, God has used, is using,
and will be using persecution and intolerance
to strengthen and enhance His Church.

Conclusion

This article has motivated the true Christians
to endure persecution and intolerance in spite
of religious restrictions in Nepal for religious
minorities mentioned in Nepal’s Criminal Code
of Clause 158 and 160 of section 9 of the Bill
and Nepal’s Constitution Article 26. And also
it has encouraged the Nepali pastors, elders,
deacons, leaders and simple believers with
three passages from the New Testament where
Jesus Christ and the apostles taught us to be
aware, to rejoice, to be thankful for his promise,
and to be bold to suffer for Christ’s sake.

Firstly, Jesus Christ has promised true Christians
to be expected and anticipated the persecution

5 See also Tim Challies, “5 Reasons to Rejoice in Persecution,’ Challies.com, last modified March 24, 2015, accessed October 22, 2018, http//:

www.challies.com/5-reasons-to-rejoice-in-persecution.

¢ Jason A.Van Bemmel, "How Does God Use Persecution to Strengthen and Advance His Church?”The Monergism Blog, April 2, 2017, accessed
October 22, 2018, https://www.monergism.com/blog.how-does-god-use-persecution-strengthen-and-advance-his-church.



and intolerance from religious majority (John
15:18-20); secondly, the “blessed” nametag
and heavenly rewards are assured for those
Christians who will be faithfully enduring
the persecution; thirdly, the apostle Peter
encourages true Christians by giving five
reasons to rejoice during persecution and
intolerance (1 Peter 4:12-17); and finally, the
apostle Paul encourages the true Christians “to
live or to die” for Christ because God is using
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strengthen and extend His Church here in the
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Nepal New Law-
Implications for

the Church and
Care-Givers

“Change we can believe in” — this was the
famous slogan of Barack Obama, the ex-
president of the U.S.A. Human beings often
desire and crave for change that is why we
live in an ever changing world. People, culture,
society, country, politics and even laws can
change at any time. Sometimes it is change for
the better and sometimes it is also change for
the worst. As we are aware, in our country Nepal
the laws have been changed against the favor
of Christians. Initially most of us may feel that it
is a bad thing. It looks bad and is indeed bad in
many ways. As a human being and as citizens
of Nepal we deserve freedom of religion. But as
a minority in a Hindu dominated country, our
voice and impact may not be that influential. So
how do we process such imposed changes in
our lives that effects one of the foundations of
our faith? Let us try to discuss as to how we can
respond and re-look at this issue as a church
and as pastors and leaders of the church.

For the Church

1. Opposition from the state and
persecution has always been a part of
what Christians faced from the very
beginning. The reason is because unlike
other religions Christians choose to
remain faithful to their Lord and would
not negotiate with their faith." Christ
has been faithful to us and for us till his
death. We should choose to remain to be
faithful to him.

2.

Vanlalchhanhimi
Chhakchhuak

l, as a foreigner missionary, have always
been amazed at one thing about the
Nepalese Christians. | was moved to see
many of the Nepalese Christians coming
together to celebrate the resurrection of
Christ on Easter. Even though | was born
and brought up in a Christian state, I've
never experienced such things because
it's impossible for Christians of different
denominations to come together and
celebrate events together. | am very
happy and proud to see that on great
events like Easter, Nepalese Christians
can come together and praise our Lord.
Witnessing this event makes me believe
that Nepalese Christians can and will
be united if threats come from the
outside. Threats from outside is often
an instrument to bring unity among
Christians. In a free country like my state
where majority of us are Christians,
we don't experience threats from the
outside. However, we, Christians and
Christians begin to argue amongst
ourselves and brings disunity. | sincerely
hope and believe that Nepalese would
use this turn of events to bring unity
amongst us.

It is an opportunity to witness Christ
through our life. We can bear witness to
Christ through the way we live our life.
Jesus said, “I came that they may have

!'F. Hrangkhuma, “An introduction to Church History” (Bangalore: Theological Book Trust, 2002), 29.



life and have it abundantly” (John 10:10).
Having abundant life does not mean a
problem free life. We can enjoy, be happy,
be grateful, endure pain and suffering
without bitterness, not compromising
to the world as many of the previous
Christians did. It implies a life that can
and will overcome different hardships
and suffering that may come our way.
When people of other faith sees that
sufferings and hardship cannot crush the
joy Christ gave in us, they will see that life
in Christ is indeed different.

Pastor Howard Clinebell says that crisis (a
time of great difficulty) is an opportunity
for growth. He sees it as a time when an
individual (or church) can grow towards
greater strength and wholeness.? This

1.

2.

At times like this, our people needs a
comforter, a leader who is firm in his/her
faith and commitment to the Lord. Our
Lord entrusted us to care for his sheep.
This is the time to guide our people. We
need to guide our people on when /how
to be careful and when/how to be bold
and courageous. Learning to be careful
doesn’t mean we are cowards and we are
afraid. We need to be careful so as not to
stir up avoidable problems.

. We need to sustain (strengthen or

support physically and mentally) our
church members. Words of comfort and
encouragement, empowerment is what
our members would need constantly.
Empower them to live the life Christ gave
in us.

What the world meant for bad it can be for our
good because in Roman 8:28 we find, “And we
know that for those who love God all things
work together for good, for those who are
called according to his purpose”. Because we
know that when God allows what we would call
as‘undesirable things'to happen in our lives, he
also gave us the power and grace to endure it.

turn of events can be beneficial for us
in some ways because it navigates us to
think of new ways to preach the gospel.
Times like this can help us bring out the
creativity that God endowed upon us
which will help us change in better ways.

For care givers
For the Pastors and Leaders-

2 Howard Clinebell, “Basic Types of Pastoral Care and Counseling” (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1984), 187.

'Served to Serve'

"Merry Christmas from all of us!
Here’s to a season of love and harmony!

RPS Alumni Association
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“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
who is CHRIST the Lord.” LUKE 2:1 |
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AT geiTeed, 9T LT 9TERE® T SaIeedTs,
TEATS, AT (T TIT AT Fol IT BT THATS
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Early
Childhood Training Teachers

Education Shaping Future
E Centre

ADMISSION OPEN

1 YEAR AccrREDITED COURSE
for building expertise in Early Childhood Development

== Accredited by

Classes start from

March 2019
|
| Reglstration beglns !
Kathmandu University R |
Supported by
nLH | University for more detalls please

College
poreay Contact
Bhanimandal. Lalitpur

P 5548439. 5549063
Direct call: 9803424260

Chabahil, Kathmandu
) 4479076
'] ecec.nepal

/5] www.ecec.org.np
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Living Stone College

Science and Management

Educating students to be:
Faithful in Character- Competitive in Knowledge Contributive in Live

Our Values

- To respect and value the
individual
To maintain integrity an honesty
To equip and train each students

to face the challenges of life
To provide a value-based
education with high academic
standards to all communities
irrespective of cast and creed.

Our Features

- Well- Ventilated Classrooms
- Well-Equipped Libraries

- State-of-the-art-laboratories
- Hygienic Cafeteria

- Sports and Entertainment

Facilities
- Music Class

- Qualified and Committed Faculties
- Value-based-education

’ll!liﬂuum
d “mﬂﬂ 'Ilumlhll
l!m_ |

L.C.S. BRINGS COURSES FOR
SCIENCE AND MANAGEMENT
In order to get enrolled in science
stream, students must have
obtained “B” or above in S.E.E.

or equivalent examinations with
science, Com. Math, Opt Math

and English as major subjects and
for management “C+” or above in
S.E.E. or equivalent examinations
with Com. Math, English as major
subjects. Students from foreign
S.E.E. or equivalent board must
come up with Migration Certificate.

Living Stone College
Nakkhu-4, Lalitpur GPO Box 8975 EPC 1632
Phone: 01-5185026, 5185337, 5185611
Email: livingstonecollege2014@gmail.com



REFORMED &
PRESBYTERIAN
SEMINARY

-
VISION ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

To ensure excellent theological education. All applicants
must fulfill all the requirements and qualifications in order
to get admission at Reformed & Presbyterian Seminary

We see Nepali Communities flour-
ishing in the fruits of the Gospel

through the labor of disciples who (RPS).
are yoked to Christ.
General Requirements for both programs Master
MISSION of Divinity (MDiv) and Bachelor of Theology (BTh)
Admissions:

To provide Christ-centered training

to equip godly leaders for Christ’s Follow these steps to apply

church among Nepali people,

who are authentic in Christian
character, competent in theological
knowledge and equipped for
ministry.

VALUES

We want to glorify God through

Fill the online pre-application available in
Seminary website (www.rpsnepal.com).
Seminary will contact with you via phone or
email to submit your complete forms.
Download the application form from website
and fill the form completely and send it to the
seminary office.

Or you can also take application from RPS office.

upholding these values: Submit the application forms to office before July

Reformed World and Life View 15 (check the list of required documents when
Christ-Centered Education you submit application).

Missionary Spirit and Zeal a. Baptism Certificate, if no certificate, an official
Gospel Transforming Community letter from pastor.

Nurturing with Nepali Resources b. Transcripts and Certificates from all previous
Network of Christian Leaders schools/institutions.

Covenant Spirituality c. Letter of Recommendations—one from Pastor,
Servant Leadership and another from academic institution.
Holistic Human Development d. An essay recently written by you (200-350

Training for Vocational Ministry words-only for MDiv.)

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT

REFORMED & PRESBYTERIAN SEMINARY

Lalitpur Metropolitan City, Ward No. 25
Phulbari Chowk, Bhaisepati

Phone: 977-1-5592987 | Fax: 977-1-559298
Postal: GPO 8975, EPC 1923 Kathmandu, Nepal
Email: rpseminary@gmail.com

Web: www.rpsnepal.com




